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Principal’s Message 
We are well into the second semester which has 
started very smoothly and, believe it or not, we are 
already working on preparing for next year’s 
timetable!  You can expect course selection and 
materials to come home in the next couple of weeks. 

Last year I suggested that all parents/guardians revisit 
the “what do you want to be when you grown up?” 
conversation with their children.  I encourage 
everyone to do that again to see if the plan has 
changed or to explore new ideas and opportunities.  
This process is essential in establishing an internal 
motivation to succeed and excel.  If these 
conversations result in lots of blank stares or excessive 
shoulder shrugging, please feel free to contact the 
school as our counsellors are well prepared to assist. 

We started the semester with a wonderful celebration 
to pray for Christian unity and were privileged to have 
a number of pastors or representatives from other 
denominations attend.  These events and the 
accompanying dialogue are essential to strengthening 
our faith and our school community.  We have started 
a photo wall titled “They’ll know we are Christians by 
our love” and we invite all students and families to 
submit photos showing people living their Christian 
faith. 

The season of Lent is soon upon us where we will, as 
usual, try to help students connect with the Catholic 
tradition of prayer, fasting and almsgiving (being 
charitable to others).  Before the season starts, 
however, we will host our annual Shrove Tuesday 
Pancake Breakfast on Tuesday, February 17 starting at 
7:30 a.m.  I hope to see you there! 

Sincerely, Ryan Sikkes  

Prayer in Preparation for Lent 

Merciful God, You created us from the dust of the 
earth, and breathed your own life into our very 

being.    

You recreated us in Christ through the waters of 
Baptism, that we might share as a people your 

fullness of life.  

As we prepare to enter these forty days,  
may our fasting strengthen us to seek your justice, 

may our prayer lead us to become makers of 
peace, and may our sharing quicken the seeds of 

your Reign, present in all human hearts, and 
growing in mystery, as we await with joyful 

anticipation, the resurrection of Jesus your Son.  

We make this prayer to you in his name. Amen.  
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Tuesday, February 3rd—Grad Meeting at 7pm in library 

Tuesday, February 17th—Shrove Tuesday Pancake 
Breakfast 

Tuesday, February 17th—School Council Meeting at 
7:30pm in library 

Wednesday, February 18th—Ash Wednesday 
Celebration 

Thursday, February 19th—Vandezvous @ 1PM 

Friday, February 20th—Heritage Day (No School) 

Thursday, March 12—Student, Parent & Teacher 
Conferences 

Monday, March 16th to Friday, March 27th— Spring 
Break 

Dates to note for Term III 

(January-March) 

The official 2014-
2015 School 

Calendar can be 
accessed online 

at the Yukon 
Education 

School Council Corner 

The next regular council meeting will be February 10th 
at 7:30pm in the VCSS Library. 

The members of our current council are: 

Edith Elder; Chair  

Michael Lauer, Vice-Chair 

Dianne Tait  

Maureen Long 

Shanon Cooper 

For more information on Vanier’s School Council, 

including current contact information, visit www.vcss.ca 

and click on the “School Council” tab. 

School Growth Plan 
Update 

School Growth Plan 
   
Our Inquiry: How will an 
all-school focus on 
improved writing 
instruction influence 
student performance? 

What are we learning? 

 Teachers are appreciative of this time to learn and share 
instructional strategies that support our vulnerable learners. 
What works for these learners generally helps all learners. 

There are some key instructional strategies that can be used 
in all subject areas that will improve student writing and 
general achievement. 
How’s it going? 

We are building our experience and confidence in applying 
instructional strategies that support writing across the 
curriculum, as well as ways to support our ELLs. 
What’s next? 

 On February 9th, Vanier will be hosting a guest presenter, 
Sandra Herbst, who will be teaching demonstration lessons in 
a grade 8 and a grade 11 classroom. Many teachers will be 
observing and reflecting on how these instructional strategies 
can influence our own teaching. 

The next three PLC sessions will involve discipline teams 
working together to accomplish goals of the SGP. 
 

www.vcss.ca 

For the latest news, school information and 
homework assignments, visit our informative school 

website: 



 

Parking 

Drivers are reminded that there is a pick-up loop near 

the student parking lot.  We have a special bus that 

comes daily to pick up students in the staff parking lot 

which is often blocked by other vehicles.   Thanks for 

your cooperation! 

Phone Us...Please!! 

The office will be telephoning the parents of each 

student who is not excused and absent for the first 

block each morning.  Parents are reminded that to 

keep proper attendance records for students, 

absences must be phoned in or 

they may be recorded as 

unexcused.  Please call the school 

in the morning at 667-5901 if your 

child will be absent or late for 

school.  For students who are sick, 

we would appreciate a phone call 

each day they are sick. 
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Our automated call system will call each evening for students 

with ‘unexcused’ absences. 

If you have any questions about your child’s attendance, 

please call the office. 

Mobile Devices 

The school rule on mobile devices has changed this year to 

the following: 

“Mobile devices (e.g. cell phones, music players, etc.) may 

not be used in classrooms during class time.” 

Students are permitted to use mobile devices during breaks 

and at lunch.   

Students who are caught using their mobile devices during 

class time may have them confiscated and sent to the office.  

On the first offence, the device will be returned at the end of 

the day.  On second and subsequent offences, the device will 

be kept for a parent to come and pick up. 

If parents have urgent messages for their child, please call 

the school office and we will deliver it to them in class. 

Explore Program 
Explore is a five-week intensive 
French-immersion bursary program 
that is offered during the spring or 
summer for people with any skill 
level in French. Explore participants 
are awarded a $2,200 bursary 
(taxable income) that covers tuition 
fees for the course, instructional 
materials, meals, and 
accommodation. You will discover 
another region of Canada while 
learning French in classes adapted 
to your language level. Through 
classroom instructions, workshops, 
sociocultural activities, and field trips, you will not only improve 
your language skills, but discover the culture of a new region as 
well, all while exploring, meeting new people from across the 
country, and exchanging ideas in a stimulating environment 
perfect for learning the French language. Experience something 
new and discover your country and your strengths through 
Explore! 

Eligibility 

• be a Canadian citizen or permanent resident (those studying 
in Canada on student visas are not 
eligible); 

• be at least in Grade 11 during the 
preceding school year or be at the 
postsecondary level by the time 
your Explore course begins;  

• have been a full-time student for 
at least one term during the current 
school year. 

Note: you must also be at least 16 
years old on the first day of the 
course.  

http://www.myexplore.ca/en/ 

Application deadline: February 28th 2015 

The French Programs Unit in the Yukon Education 
Department will provide the candidates with $500 financial 
support toward transportation cost upon receipt  

http://www.myexplore.ca/en/
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All Vanier students can receive free tutoring 

for assistance in course work, assignments,  

organizational skills or test preparation. 

Students will be matched one on one. 

To receive tutoring the student needs to fill in an application 

in the Skills Room(Room 3). 

 

Students in Grade 10, 11 or 12 can apply to be a tutor. 

Tutors can earn community service hours or an hourly wage. 
Potential tutors need to come in person to see Ms. Bergsma and fill 

in an application. 

 

Booster Cards are out!  If you haven’t purchased 
yours, contact the school office—they’re only $20 

for discounts all over town!  All proceeds go to 
support student activities throughout the year. 

Special thanks to this year’s sponsors: 

Alpine’s Bra 

Epic Pizza 

Blackbird Bakery 

Robyn’s Grill 

Shay-Per Esthetics 

Unity Clothing 

Main Designs 

Bella Home Décor 

Climate Clothing 

The Deli 

Mad Trapper Alleys 

Auto Parts Plus 

Riverside Grocery 

Midnight Sun 

In bloom Flowers 

Quiznos Sub 

Riverstone Dental Clinic 

The Truss Plant 

Religious Education 
We started the second 
semester with a beautiful 
Christian Unity 
celebration that took 
place on Monday, Jan 
26th. We were excited 
to welcome 7 special 
guests representing the 
leadership in many of 
Whitehorse's Christian 
communities, and we had many students involved in 
celebrating the wonderful things happening in our 
churches. STUDENTS: if you send me pictures of you 
doing wonderful things in your community, I will add 
them to our photo wall! maria.trainor@yesnet.yk.ca 

The next big event will be Ash Wednesday (Feb. 18) 
and then the season of Lent.  

Also, the grade 11 religion class will be preparing for 
their First Nations Spirituality retreat which will 
happen sometime in February.  

"Then all of you can join together with one voice, 
giving praise and glory to God, the Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ!"- Romans 15:6 

mailto:maria.trainor@yesnet.yk.ca
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Servas Language Exchanges is to offer formal and 
informal language learning, enriched travel 
experiences, and the opportunity for cultural, 
recreational and tourism insights….all to foster 
and contribute to the ideal of “world peace”.  

For more information about these 
language programmes or how to 
become a Servas host or traveller, go 
to servascanada.com or email Alison 
at areid@northwestel.net.  Servas 
also has a Facebook page at Servas 
Canada.   

Upcoming special days:  

February is Black History Month  

February 9 - 13: sale of We Are Love Valentine 
Cards  

February 14 – Soup Kitchen – Sacred Heart  

March 8: International Women’s Day 2015 

April 2015: Yukon Youth for Social Justice 
Conferen  

Pass on Your Warmth 

Whitehorse still has a few months of winter left 
and there are many people in our city who spend 
much of their time on the street.  The Outreach 
Van travels the city each night and distributes 
warm food and clothing.  Drop off mitts, socks, 
and hats at the Vanier Library and help warm 
someone up!   

Social Justice Club News 

 

The next VCSS Graduation meetings will be on 
February 3rd and 17th, 2015 at 7pm in the library. 

Interested in travelling but don’t have a lot 
of money to spend?   

We have just the answer for you.   Alison Reid and 
Cheryl Kawaja, two Whitehorse residents, came to 
a recent SJ meeting and spoke to 
us about Servas Canada, an 
organization that they are both 
passionate about.  Servas is a 
hospitality programme that aims 
to promote peace through 
cultural interaction.  Hosts from 
around the world welcome 
travellers into their homes, 
sharing the best of their cultures and building 
friendships.  This may sound like couch surfing but 
it isn’t…travelers and hosts are all interviewed to 
ensure a quality experience for everyone involved.   

Ms. Kawaja told us about her experience of staying 
with a family in Tuscany and learning about olive 
oil production…the accommodation was free and 
the experience was priceless.  Both Ms. Reid and 
Ms. Kawaja have also participated in Servas as 
hosts, welcoming travellers from all over the 
world to Whitehorse.   

If you aren’t quite ready to head off on an 
extended backpacking trip, perhaps a shorter 
language exchange programme is what you are 
looking for.  These programmes are for young 
people from 10 to 18 years old and 18 to 30 years 
and range from 2 to 4 weeks.  The aim of the 

mailto:areid@northwestel.net
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What’s cooking in the cafeteria 
these days? 

Check out vcss.ca for this, news 
and school information! 

$22-valued punch cards can be 
purchased for only $20!! 

Don’t be a book hog!! 
You have received a notice in this mailing if you have an overdue 
library book or textbook. 

Please take a look right now…and we mean, right now…find the 
book and put it in your backpack to bring 
in tomorrow.  Let’s work towards total 
compliance….the first library in the 
history of the world with no overdue 
books!!   

If you can’t find the book, come in with money to pay for it so that it can 
be removed from your record.  Remember, that you will not be given 
new textbooks until all of your old ones have been returned.   

Start the new semester with a clean slate!   

Most Popular Vanier Books for 2014 

These three titles have been checked out more than any others in our collection.  Why don’t you 
borrow one and see what everyone is talking about?  

The Fault in Our Stars / John Green    F GRE 

The Maze Runner / James Dashner    F DAS 

The Perks of Being a Wallflower / Stephen Chbosky  F CHB 

Fault in our Stars is available in eBook format to read on your iPad or iPod.  Just Ask at the library 
for instructions on how to do this.   

Questions? Just Ask at 667-5901 or janet.clarke@yesnet.yk.ca 

mailto:janet.clarke@yesnet.yk.ca

