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Principal’s Message 
Thanksgiving is a holiday traditionally positioned after the 
summer growing season to give thanks for the (hopefully) 
abundant harvest.  At Vanier, we have many “abundances” 
within our school community that 
should be recognized. 

First, our students are a 
sometimes under-recognized 
resource.  We are blessed to have 
almost 375 students, each with 
unique talents, gifts, and passions.  
They make our school a vibrant, 
energetic place that is a joy to 
work at each day.  While school 
has traditionally been focused on 
academic skills, we are working 
hard and ensuring that students’ 
athletic, artistic, social, emotional, 
moral and ethical dimensions all 
have opportunities to grow and 
develop.  Every student has at 
least one thing they are great at 
and we hope to celebrate this by 
using that aspect as a tool to work 
on areas where more growth is 
required. 

Next, as I’ve mentioned numerous 
times (but never enough), our 
staff are a committed and 
enthusiastic group of professionals 
who take their vocations as 

educators and supporters of education seriously.  Like our 
students, our staff also have a unique array of gifts and talents 
and a capacity that expands to meet the needs of our 
students.  Our staff works hard each day, especially in building 
relationships with students that are affirming and welcoming. 

Finally, we are the recipients of 
God’s blessings on all of us.  God is 
a source of strength, comfort, and 
inspiration to us all and provided us 
with the ultimate gift of His Son, 
Jesus, to serve as a living example 
of His love and mercy for us 
all.  Hopefully our actions and 
attitudes reflect His love and mercy 
to others and serve as our 
expressions of gratitude for the 
abundances that God provides us 
all. 

I would like to take a quick 
opportunity to wish Mr. Jud 
Deuling all the best as he takes on 
a challenging temporary 
assignment at the Individualized 
Learning Centre (ILC) for the 
remainder of the first 
semester.  Mr. Deuling is a 
phenomenal relationship builder 
and we will miss his enthusiastic 
teaching, presence in the hallways, 
and the loud tropical shirts each 
Friday!  We extend a warm 
welcome to Mr. Daniel Earl who 

will take over for Mr. Deuling. 

Again, I personally wish to thank our students, parents, and 
community supporters for their ongoing prayers and support. 

Happy Thanksgiving! 

Sincerely, 

Ryan Sikkes, principal 

Blessed are you, Lord God: 

Blessed are you for ever. 

Holy is your name: 

Blessed are you for ever. 

Great is your mercy for your people: 

Blessed are you for ever. 

Amen! 

 

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 

We praise you and give you glory: 

We bless you for calling us to be your holy people. 

 

Remain in our hearts, 

And guide us in our love and service. 

Help us to let our light shine before others 

And lead them to the way of faith. 

 

Holy Trinity of love, 

We praise you now and for ever. 

Amen!  

For the latest news and information, please 

visit our school’s website: 

www.vcss.ca 

http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=5217
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The official 2016-

2017 School Calendar 

can be accessed 

online at the Yukon 

Education website. 

Friday, October 7—Thanksgiving Celebration 

Monday, October 10—Thanksgiving Day—No school 

Thursday, October 20-21—Young Women Exploring Trades & 

Technology 

Thursday, October 27-28—Dawson Invitational Volleyball 

Monday, October  31 to Friday, November 4—Review Week 

Friday, November 4—Last day of Term 1 

Monday, November 7—First day of Term 2 

Thursday, November 10—Remembrance Day Ceremony 

Friday,  November 11—Remembrance Day—No School 

Thursday,  November 24—Student Led Conferences (Evening) 

Friday, November 25— Student Led Conferences—No School 

Monday, November 28—Advent Celebration 

Monday November 28— December 9—Share the Spirit 

Thursday, December 6— Violence against Women Ceremony 

Thursday, December 8 – Pancake Breakfast 

Thursday,  December 15—Locker Clean Out 

Thursday, December 16—Christmas Celebration 

Monday, December 19—Sunday, January 1—Christmas Break 

Monday, January 2nd—Statutory Holiday—No School 

Tuesday, January 3rd—First day of School 

Friday, January 20—Last day of Term 2 

Monday, January 23-27—Exam Week 

Monday, January 30—First day of Term 3 

School Council Corner 

The members of our current council are  

Valerie Royle, chair 

Edith Elder 

Michael Lauer 

Stella Martin 

Maureen Long 

The next Vanier Catholic Secondary School Council 

Meeting is Tuesday, October 18 at 7 pm in the 

Vanier Learning Commons 

VANIER SOCIAL JUSTICE CLUB  

– how can I be a part of it?? 
The Vanier Social Justice Club is an active and 
enthusiastic school group for students from all 
grades.  It is a great way to meet new people, 
have fun and do rewarding work for our com-
munity and our world!  

We meet every Tuesday at 12h15 in rm. 27 (the 
Foods lab).  Bring your lunch, bring a friend and 
help decide which activities the group will take 
on.   

Come and see Mr. Susin (rm. 27) or Ms. Clarke 
(Learning Commons) for more details.  
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Vanier Learning Commons News 
Grade 8 reflections on dating…book dating, that is.  

This is an awesome, fantastic book!!  (Dear Nobody, the True Diary of 
Mary Rose) - Arlene 

I like the message in Drag Teen, the book that I found during speed 
dating – Kaylee G.  

Through speed dating, I found 2 
books that I liked…and I borrowed 
both of them! – C.G. 

I was introduced to dystopian books 
through speed dating.  Survival 
Colony 9 is exciting! - Ky 

It is so good that it is hard to stop 
reading my book!  (Miss Peregrine’s 
Home for Peculiar Children) -Kaydia  

I found The Boy In the Striped Pajamas when we did speed dating. I 
like the perspective of the main character.  It is great book! - Riley 

Speed dating showed me way more book 
genres that I thought existed! – Remie.  

I have never done this before – it was fun! – 
Dominique 

I am reading a great book, Half Bad.  I never 
would have picked this book up without 
speed dating. – Jordan 

The Compound is a great book that I can’t 
put down! - Anakin 

I read and listened to One Fine Day You’re 
Going to Die.  I want to read more books 
just like this!  - Lucas 

What is this speed book dating anyway?  It 
is a great way to introduce enthusiastic 
readers, reluctant readers and every reader 
in between to a variety of books and genres.  Each reader spends 3 minutes with a book and decides 
whether they have a “connection”.  If they do, they check the book out and spend some time getting to 
know it.  If there is no spark, they break up with the book…letting it down gently, of course.    If a 
student wasn’t successful at the end of the speed dating session, the matchmaker (Ms. Clarke) stepped 
in and recommended a blind date.   Did we mention the great lounge music!! 



Athletics Update 
Welcome back everyone!  We have another action packed athletic year in 
store for you.  Vanier has already proven our soccer skills to the FH Warriors 
in a friendly coed soccer match in September.  Our volleyball teams have been 

working very hard in their league play and 
tournaments to show what we can do in that 
sport as well.     
Volleyball    
The volleyball teams are coached by: 
Gr. 8 Boys  - Ben Craigen  
Gr. 8 Girls  - Darren Susin, Joe Stewart, 
Jason McArthur 
Gr. 9/10 Girls - Jane Londero, Natalie Ng 

  Gr. 9/10 Boys - Dwayne Stoker 
Sr. Boys  - Erik Gray 

  Sr. Girls  - Bruce Gillard 
Here is a list of events for our volleyball teams: 
October 12th     League Gr. 8 Boys @ Vanier 3:30-5:30 

   League 9/10 Boys @ FHC 3:30-5:30 
 14th   Supervolley Sr.’s @ FHC 5:00-8:00 

19th   League Gr. 8 Girls @ PC 3:30-5:30 
   League 9/10 Girls @ Vanier 3:30-5:30 

  20th   Supervolley Sr.’s PC @ Vanier 5:00-8:00 
  21st   Supervolley Sr.’s FHC @ Vanier 5:00-8:00 
    Gr. 8 “Spook & Spike” @ FHC 5:00-8:00 
  26th    League Gr. 8 Boys @ PC 3:30-5:30 
    League 9/10 Boys @ Vanier 3:30-5:30 
  27th – 30th Dawson Invitational (9/10, Sr.’s) 
November 2nd  League Gr. 8 Girls @ FHC 3:30-5:30 

   League 9/10 Girls @ PC 3:30-5:30 
  3rd   Supervolley Semifinal @ PC 5:00-8:00 

 4th     Supervolley Final @ PC 5:00-8:00 
 9th   League Gr. 8 Boys 

    @ FHC 3:30-5:30 
    League 9/10 Boys 
    @ PC 3:30-5:30 
  17th – 19th  Gr. 8 Volleyball 
    Championships 
  24th – 26th  9/10, Sr. Volleyball 
    Championships 
Come on out and support your Vanier Teams! 
If you have any questions, concerns, or if you want 
to help out, you can go to our Vanier Athletic web 
site http://www.yesnet.yk.ca/schools/vanier/
athletics/, or contact Mr. Stoker at 667-5901. 

Splendid Soccer Success 

The Vanier Grade 8 Soccer 
Team vanquished the FH 
Warriors in a closely 
contested match held on 
Tuesday, September 27th.  The 
Crusader’s showed great skill 
and remarkable teamwork to 
hold FH back to a 4 to 3 
finish.  Sam Wanless, Emily 
Organ and Lucas Yuill 
provided amazing defense as 
keepers!  

http://www.yesnet.yk.ca/schools/vanier/athletics/
http://www.yesnet.yk.ca/schools/vanier/athletics/

