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Principal’s MessagePrincipal’s Message  
Welcome to our new school year!  I wish to extend a warm 
welcome to our new students and their families – our Grade 8 
students (the Class of 2019!) in particular.  I’m very pleased to 
be continuing in the role of principal as I very much enjoy 
working with Vanier students, parents and staff. 

We have several new and returning staff members to also 
welcome this year:  

 Ms. Jeanette Gallant has joined the school’s 
administration team as the vice-principal.  Ms. Gallant 
brings a wealth of elementary and secondary teaching 
experience from various places in the north and was most 
recently a curriculum coordinator at Yukon Education.   

 Ms. Tanis Giczi has joined us for this year as a junior 
Humanities and senior Family Studies teacher.  We are 
looking forward to capitalizing on 
her upper intermediate teaching 
experience to help make the 
academic transition from Grade 7 
to 8 even smoother in the future. 

 Ms. Brenda Fediuk joins us as our 
skills room supervisor in the 
afternoons.  She will be teaching 
at Golden Horn Elementary in the 
mornings and has many years of 
Learning Assistance experience in 
Yukon. 

 Mr. Dan Reimer joins us this year as an Educational 
Assistant after spending the last several years at Porter 
Creek Secondary School and the Individual Learning 
Centre. 

 Ms. Stéphanie Joyeux joins us as an Educational Assistant 
specially trained in working with students with complex 
needs.  She comes to us from the Teen Parent Centre. 

 Ms. Melanie Bonar is returning after spending a couple of 
years working with students at Takhini Elementary.  This 

year, she will be working with students piloting on-line 
learning options for Humanities courses. 

 Ms. Maura Sullivan is 
returning from her time at 
the Individual Learning 
Centre – she will be our 
junior Learning Assistance 
Teacher this year. 

Another happy staff 
announcement is to congratulate 
Mr. Stefans Jackson on his 
marriage to Ms. Natalie Ng this 
summer – we wish the two a 
lifetime of happiness together!  
On a bittersweet note, we are also sad to lose Ms. Andrea 
Fougere-Chou who will be moving to a position at Yukon 
College in their Enrolment Services division.  She has 
graciously arranged to work part time until Ms. Mia Richard 

will return in October.   

The most significant event to affect our 
school this summer was the sudden and 
tragic loss of one of our students, Clare 
Cherepak.  Clare was killed on August 9 in 
a motor vehicle accident that took the life 
of another young man, and involved three 
others.  Clare would have entered Grade 
11 this year and was a bright, curious 
student and a gifted musician.  We will 
deeply miss her presence and her 
commitment to bettering the lives of 

others.  Our counsellors are available to help anyone who is 
struggling to deal with this tragedy. 

One lesson we learned through dealing with this terrible 
incident was how dramatically our lives are impacted when 
someone’s life is taken far too soon.  I, personally, was very 
comforted to witness the support offered to the families 
involved and I wish to thank all those who have prayed and 
supported our school community over these last weeks.   

Sincerely, 
Ryan Sikkes 
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September 8th-12th—School Wide Writes 

Friday, September 12th—Soccer Tournament 

Friday, September 19th—Crusader Day & Terry Fox Run 

September 22nd—26th—DART (Reading Assessments) 

Wednesday, September 24—Post Secondary Information 

Night at Porter Creek Sec.—7 pm at PCSS Cafeteria 

Thursday, September 25th—Anne Frank Exhibit starts 

Friday, September 26th—From the Ground Up—Veggie Box 

pick up 

Monday, September 29th—School Photos (tentative) 

Thursday, October 2nd—Interims and Newsletters Mailed 

October 2nd & 3rd—YTA Conference (NO SCHOOL) 

Thursday, October 9th  - Thanksgiving Celebration 11am 

Thursday, October 9th —Parent Teacher Interviews—4PM 

Friday, October 10th—Parent Teacher Interviews—8AM (NO 

SCHOOL) 

Dates to note for Term I 

(September/October) 

The official 2014-
2015 School 

Calendar can be 
accessed online at 

the Yukon 
Education website. 

City of Whitehorse Transit  

This year, the City of Whitehorse 

Transit program is available to all 

students who are eligible for 

school busing.  Students can 

inquire in the office, where they 

will receive a registration form.  They need to fill this out, 

obtain a parent signature and then return it to the office in 

exchange for a  monthly pass. 

School Council Corner 

The next regular council meeting will be Tuesday, October 21 

at 7:30 pm in the VCSS Library. 

The members of our current council are: 

Edith Elder; Chair  

Michael Lauer, Vice-Chair 

Dianne Tait  

Maureen Long 

Shanon Cooper 

Contact information for council members will be posted in the 

front of the school and online at www.vcss.ca soon! 

Student Council Elections 
Vanier's Student Council plays an integral part in 
planning extracurricular activities and building school 
spirit. Student Council elections for Executive positions 
will be taking place on Wednesday, September 17th at 
lunch (and all afternoon) in room 11. Nominated 
students in grades 11 and 12 have the week of 
September 8th-12th to campaign for the positions of 
Co-Chair (2) and one secretary. All Vanier students are 
invited and encouraged to exercise their democratic 
rights to elect the senior representatives of the 
student body.  Nominations and elections of Class 
Representatives for each grade (8-12) will occur in the 
following weeks.  Students interested in participating 
in the student government may see Ms. Spence for 
more information. Council meetings will occur weekly 
at lunch. time on Wednesdays in room 11. 
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Vanier Tutoring Program 
starts September 2 to June 5 

 
All Vanier students can receive free tutoring 
for assistance in course work, assignments, 
organizational skills or test preparation.  
Students will be matched one on one. 
To receive tutoring the student needs to fill in 
an application in the Skills Room (Room 3). 
 
Students in Grade 10, 11 or 12 can apply to 
be a tutor. 
Tutors can earn community service hours or 
an hourly wage ($12.50-$17.50/hour).   
Potential tutors need to come in person to 
see Ms. Bergsma and fill in an application. 
 
Tutor Training 
 
Training sessions take place on Mondays 
Sept. 15, Sept. 22, Sept. 29 and Oct. 2 during 
lunch.    
This training is 
free of charge. 
(If training is 
not completed, 
hourly wage is 
reduced. ) 
 
For more 
information, 
please contact Barb Bergsma  
barb.bergsma@yesnet.yk.ca 

Addictions and Mental Health Counselling 
Information for Parents and Guardians 

 

Alcohol and Drug Services (ADS) provides counselling for youth 
at Whitehorse high schools and at our location downtown in 
the Sarah Steele Building at 6118 Sixth Avenue. Our counsellors 
typically allocate a designated time per week to spend within 
each school to meet with youth who have requested our 
services, or who have been referred by a teacher, parent or 
guardian or another referral source.  
 
The role of the Addictions and Mental Health Counsellor is to 
provide confidential and professional support for youth who 
may be experiencing challenges in areas such as, but not 
limited to: social concerns, substance use and addictions, 
family issues, separation/divorce, sexuality, emotions, eating 
disorders, self-harm, suicide, bullying, depression, fear and 
anxiety, loss and grief, and self-concept. Our counsellors offer 
individual counselling in a safe, non-judgemental environment 
and strive to support youth in developing the skills necessary 
for a healthy and productive lifestyle.  
 
Youth aged 14 and over can request this service without the 
consent of their parent(s) or guardian; however, youth under 
the age of 14 require parent or guardian consent to receive 
services. In addition, youth can choose to include family 
members in this therapeutic process. If you believe that 
someone you know may benefit from additional support, you 
can access services through any of the following options:  
 
 Contact respective counsellors directly depending on 

whether a youth attends a particular school; 

 Contact Alcohol and Drug Services directly and request an 
intake with a youth counsellor; 

 Discuss available options with the youth you are working 
with, and invite them to self-refer or request an 
appointment to learn more about counselling options 
through any of the options listed above. 

 
For more information, or to request an intake appointment, 
call Alcohol and Drug Services at 667- 5777. As mentioned 
above, you may also directly contact youth counsellors by 
phone or email as follows: 
 
Kaelin Sheaden, Youth Counsellor 
336-1264 
Kaelin.sheaden@gov.yk.ca  

www.vcss.ca 

For the latest news and school 

information including school supply lists, 

visit our informative school website: 

mailto:barb.bergsma@yesnet.yk.ca


Parking 

Drivers are reminded that there is a pick-up loop near the 

student parking lot.  We have a special bus that comes daily 

to pick up students in the staff parking lot.  Please avoid 

dropping off here, and instead use the pick-up loop.  Thanks 

for your cooperation! 

Field Trip Forms 

Parents will notice many more field trip permission forms 

being sent home this year.  Teachers are being encouraged 

to combine as many activities throughout the year on one 

form, but parents should expect to see a form any time their 

child does an activity off school property.  The form is a way 

to ensure parents are aware of 

any risks that are associated with 

activities occurring off school 

property.  If you have any 

questions about the forms, please 

contact the teacher issuing the 

form. 

Phone Us...Please!! 

The office will be telephoning the 

parents of each student who is 

not excused and absent for the 

first block each morning.  Parents are reminded that to keep 

proper attendance records for students, absences must be 

phoned in or they may be recorded as unexcused.  Please 

call the school in the morning at 667-5901 if your child will 

be absent or late for school.  For students who are sick, we 

would appreciate a phone call each day they are sick. 

Our automated call system will call each evening for 

students with ‘unexcused’ absences. 

If you have any questions about your child’s attendance, 

please call the office. 

Interim Reporting to Parents 

To improve parents’ knowledge of students’ progress, each 

teacher will be sending home a report at the midpoint of 

first term that will provide some information about what is 

happening in that class.  This report might take a variety of 

formats from the traditional printout of grades to a letter 

describing the activities undertaken in class that month.  

Whatever the format, these reports will be mailed home 

with the newsletters in October and March, prior to parent-

teacher interviews.  

Our first set of reports will be mailed out no later than 

Page 4  

October 2 to allow them to be received before Parent-Teacher 

Interviews which are scheduled for Oct  9/10. 

Mobile Devices 

The school rule on mobile devices has changed this year to the 

following: 

“Mobile devices (e.g. cell phones, music players, etc.) may not be 

used in classrooms during class time.” 

Students are permitted to use mobile devices during breaks and at 

lunch.   

Students who are caught using their mobile devices during class 

time may have them confiscated and sent to the office.  On the 

first offence, the device will be returned at the end of the day.  On 

second and subsequent offences, the device will be kept for a 

parent to come and pick up. 

If parents have urgent messages for their child, please call the 

Simple Snacks 

To give your child energy and 
nutrients throughout the 
day, encourage them to eat a 
meal or snack every 3-4 
hours. Snacks can be very 
simple to make, and healthy 
too! 

When making a snack, 
choose foods from a least 
two food groups from Canada’s Food Guide: Vegetables and Fruit, 
Grain Products, Milk and Alternatives, and Meat and Alternatives. 

Quick and easy snack ideas include: 

 Berries and yogurt 

 Fruit smoothie made with milk or yogurt 

 Whole grain crackers and cheese 

 Red/green/yellow peppers with hummus 

 Trail mix made with whole grain cereal, seeds and raisins 

 Fruit salad and whole grain muffin 
To make a healthy snack a quick and easy choice, keep cut up 
veggies and fruit in the fridge! 

Adapted from: Alberta Health Services: Nutrition Bites for School 

http://www.yukonfromthegroundup.ca/index.php
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VANIER SCHOOL LIBRARY NEWS 
The Vanier School Library is the heart of the school!  Students, 
staff and parents are welcome to use the library each day from 
8:15 am to 4:15 pm. You can choose books from our amazing 
collection, do homework, work on a computer, play board 
games or just spend time absorbing all the great things that you 
are learning.  The teacher-librarian, Ms. Clarke (see above) is 
available to help with your research, find you a new book to 
read or help with any school assignments.   

LIBRARY BOOKS ARE NOT FOR KEEPS!! 

Ms. Clarke’s recipe for a great school year:  

1. always eat a good breakfast 

2. floss daily 

3. RETURN YOUR OVERDUE TEXTBOOKS AND LIBRARY 

BOOKS 

These textbooks are needed for courses being taught this year.  
Don’t deny other students the chance to learn all the fantastic 
things that you did.  Remember: overdue books will remain on 
your record until the book is returned or payment is made.  
Start this year off with a clean slate! 

MAKE YOUR MARK – enter our bookmark 
contest! 

The Vanier Library is holding a contest to choose a new school 
bookmark. You have until Monday, September 22 to doodle, 
draw, or paint your way to fame.  The winner will be 
announced on Friday, September 26 and will receive a gift 
certificate from Mac’s Books.  October is Canadian Library 
Month so BOOK it down to the library and pick up an entry 
form today!  

Post Secondary 
Information Session 

PCSS will be hosting the annual Post-Secondary 
Information night this fall on September 24, 2014 at 7 
pm.  Benita Parkkari and Tanya Lanigan will be 
facilitating this session and extend a warm invitation to 
all secondary students to attend (not just this year’s 
grads!)   

This evening session will be the first of two Post-
Secondary Information evenings we will hold over the 
school year.   

Please join us on Wednesday, September 24, 2014 at 7 
pm in the PCSS cafeteria! 

Senior students who have a spare in their schedule can gain some 
first year university credit courses through the Yukon 
Government Department of Education and Yukon College Dual 
Credit program. Yukon College delivers 1st year university level 
credit courses either face-to-face in class or on-line with hours 
that coincide with high school schedules.  The department of 
Education covers the cost of tuition which works out to about 
$330.00 per 3 credit course.  The course credits can contribute 
towards high school credits for graduation as well as transfer to 
most colleges or universities. This is a good opportunity for 
students to build academic skills and get the feel for post-
secondary education while still at home. Registration for Winter 
semester and more information can be found at http://
www.yukoncollege.yk.ca/programs/view/dc 

Please contact Ann Bowen at Yukon College if you have any 
questions.  abowen@yukoncollege.yk.ca   867 456 8587  

http://www.yukoncollege.yk.ca/programs/view/dc
http://www.yukoncollege.yk.ca/programs/view/dc
mailto:abowen@yukoncollege.yk.ca
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There is no end to the difference that we can make in our 
community and in the wider world!  See Ms. Hamel or Ms. 
Clarke for more details.  

Upcoming Events: Scotia Bank Aids Zumba Event: Wednesday, 
September 17 @ noon starting from LePage Park.  Instead of a 
walk, we will be dancing in the street!! The students who 
participated last year had a fantastic time!  Please sign up by 
Friday, September 12th if you are interested in attending this 
event.  

Music Classes Available at Vanier 
Rock Band  Mondays 3:20-5:20 Thursdays lunch hour 

Rock Band- open to all students who have guitar, bass, drum, piano, or horn 
experience. Students will learn different styles of music, how to play as a band, 
how to mic and run the sound board, how to work collaboratively as a group. 

Concert Band  Tuesdays 3:20-5:20 Mondays lunch hour 

Concert Band - this is an advanced level group and any student interested in 
joining should speak to Mrs. Hart. 

Jazz Combo  Wednesdays 3:20-5:20  Fridays lunch hour 

Jazz Combo - this is an advanced level group and any student interested in joining 
should speak to Mrs. Hart. 

Choir   Thursdays 3:20-5:20  Tuesdays lunch hour 

Choir- open to all students who have a passion for singing. Choir looks at all styles 
of music. 

Open Jam Lunch Monday and Wednesday 

Open Jam Lunch- all students are welcome to jam together for the lunch hour. 

VANIER SOCIAL JUSTICE CLUB – how 
can I be a part of it?? 

The Vanier Social Justice Club is open to students from all 
grades.  It is a great way to meet new people, have fun and do 
amazing work.  

We meet every Tuesday at 12h15 in ROOM 14.  You can join 
the club at any time. Bring your lunch, bring a friend and help 
choose which activities the group will take on.  In the past, we 
have written letters for Amnesty International, made and 
served soup at Soup Kitchen, raised money to build a well in 
India, made sandwiches for the Outreach Van, and bought 
school supplies for students who are living at Kaushee’s 
Place.  A highlight last May was a sleepover at the school to 
raise money and awareness for Because I Am A Girl, a NGO 
committed to giving all girls around the world access to an 
education.   

On October 22, we hope to travel to Vancouver to attend WE 
Day at Rogers Arena.  WE day is a gathering of young people 
who have the shared goal of empowering a generation to shift 
the world from ‘me’ to ‘we’ - this is an amazing opportunity for 
us to hear some inspiring speakers and to connect with SJ 
students from far and wide. We will also be connecting with 
folks who work at Free the Children Vancouver to learn more 
about their work in the city.  Attend a SJ meeting to get more 
information about this exciting trip! 
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Vanier Athletics 
Welcome back everyone!  We have another action packed athletic year in store 
for Vanier.  We are currently well underway with our volleyball season and we 
are also getting things organized for a one day gig for our soccer and mtn. bikers.  
Coaches, practices and tournaments are all being finalized and will be posted on 
the school athletic website. 
 
Mountain Biking—Do you like to ride and have some free time before the 
homework….come on out and enjoy the outdoors.  This year there will be a Mtn. 
Bike race on Sept. 16.  If you are interested in participating in this activity, talk to 
Mr. Willoughby. 
 
Soccer—To all of Vanier’s soccer players: there will be a High School fun soccer 
tournament on Friday Sept. 12.  This event is to be held on the Vanier fields all 

day from 9-4pm and is open for all students interested. 
 
Volleyball—Here are the Vanier volleyball coaches for this year: 
Gr. 8 Boys  - Ben Craigen  
Gr. 8 Girls  - Jane Londero, Denise Chisholm 
Gr. 9/10 Girls - TBA 
Gr. 9/10 Boys - Dwayne Stoker, Terri Park 
Sr. Boys  - Cody Park 
Sr. Girls  - Courtney Greenway, Erika New 

Here is a list of events for our volleyball teams: 
September  19th – 20th Gr. 8 Earlybird Volleyball Tournament @ PC  
    Gr. 9/10 Earlybird Tournament @ Vanier 
  26th – 27th   Sr. Earlybird Volleyball Tournament @ FH 
  29th   League games Gr. 8 Girls @ PC 3:30-5:30 
October  1st     League games 9/10 Girls @ PC 3:30-5:30 

 6th   League games Gr. 8 Boys @ PC 3:30-5:30 
 8th   League games 9/10 Boys @ PC 3:30-5:30 

16th   Supervolley VAN @ PC 5:00-8:30 
 20th   League games Gr. 8 Girls @ VAN 3:30-5:30 

  22nd   League games 9/10 Girls @ VAN 3:30-5:30 
  23rd   Supervolley FH @ VAN 5:00-8:30 

 24st   Supervolley PC @ VAN 5:00-8:30 
 24th – 25th Spook & Spike Gr. 8 Vball Tournament @ FH 

  27th   League games Gr. 8 Boys @ VAN 3:30-5:30 
  29  League games 9/10 Boys @ VAN 3:30-5:30 
  30th – 2nd Dawson Invitational (9/10, Sr.’s) 
November 3rd    League games Gr. 8 Girls @ FH 3:30-5:30 

 5th    League games 9/10 Girls @ FH 3:30-5:30 
  7th   Supervolley VAN @ FH 5:00-8:30 

 10th    League games Gr. 8 Boys @ FH 3:30-5:30 
 12th   League games 9/10 Boys @ FH 3:30-5:30 

  13th   Supervolley Semi-Final @ VAN 5:00-8:30 
 14th  Supervolley Final @ VAN 5:00-8:30 
 20th – 22nd  Gr. 8 Yukon Volleyball Championships @ PC 

  27th – 29th  Yukon Volleyball Championships (Jr. /Sr.) 
   Volleyball Finals @ VAN 

Come on out and support your Vanier Teams! If you have any questions, concerns, or if you want to help out, you can go to our Vanier Athletic web site http://www.yesnet.yk.ca/schools/vanier/athletics/, or contact  Mr. Stoker at 667-5901. 

http://www.yesnet.yk.ca/schools/vanier/athletics/
http://www.yesnet.yk.ca/schools/vanier/athletics/
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School Growth Plan Update 
This school year, we are embarking on a new school-wide goal 
for our School Growth Plan: “To improve students’ writing 
abilities”.  This goal was determined through consultations with 
parents, students, staff and Yukon Education.  The School 
Growth Plan document is available for review on the school’s 
website—vcss.ca 

So far this year, we have: 

 Met as a staff to review the growth plan document and 
prioritize the strategies that were identified to determine 
which we should address first; 

 Agreed to use PLC time and staff meeting for the first 
semester to spend as much time as possible as a staff 
supporting each other in the professional challenges that 

we will face to implement this goal; 

 Administered the School Wide Write on September 8-10 to 
students in all grades to collect some “baseline” data on 
students writing abilities and to determine areas where 
further growth is needed; and 

 Agreed that updates on the School Growth Plan should be 
shared at Administration Committee meetings (weekly), 
Staff meetings (monthly), School Council Meetings 
(monthly) and that updates should be also available to 
parents through newsletters and on vcss.ca 

Our school is also scheduled for a triennial school review by an 
external team which will take place over three days near the end 
of October. 


