
St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Secondary School Council 
Meeting Minutes 

 
Thursday, December 12, 2024 

7:00 pm – 8:30 pm 
 
Location: SFACS Learning Commons 
Council: Jeanette Gallant, Chris Potvin, Ryan Sikkes, Katherine Williams,  
Guests: Richard Pourier, Kathleen Coventry 
Administration: Principal Alethea Wallace, Vice Principals Mia Ouellette  
Regrets:  Rod Bagaslao, Tanner Cassidy 
Secretary/Treasurer: Kelly Gruber (regrets) 
 

1. Introductions/Land Acknowledgement/Welcome to guests 

a) The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm 

2. Opening Prayer/ Reflection 

a) Chris provided an opening prayer connected to the Our Lady of Guadaloupe 

3. Adoption of Agenda 

a) Agenda adopted as presented 

4. Special Thanks/Acknowledgements  

a) To all the staff and students who participated in the Share the Spirit activities.  The 

school sponsored 31 children. 

5. Minutes from Previous Meeting 

a) Minutes of November’s meeting adopted as presented. 

6. Standing Reports  

a) Principal/Vice-Principal Report 

a. Alethea also mentioned that the three Catholic schools will have an assigned 

School Wellness Specialist starting in January.  They are trained social workers 

and SFACS administration is hopeful that this person can help support some 

students/families with attendance issues, specifically. 

b) CEAY 

a. Some updates from the various councils were shared 

b. CEAY executive has asked directors to ask councils of the things that councils 

would be comfortable and beneficial for CEAY to help the three Catholic School 

councils be represented with one voice.  CEAY does not wish to be (or be 

perceived to be) directive of how councils (or schools) operate but wishes to be 

a coordinating body.  The school’s administration would like to see CEAY look at 

how to grow and expand access to Catholic education.  How could CEAY help 



share the good things that are going on so we can build on strengths and 

support each other. 

c) ACSTA 

a. No report. 

d) Secretary-Treasurer 

a. Kelly provided updated financial documentation by email as she couldn’t attend 

tonight’s meeting. 

7. Old Business 

a) Parent Survey- student survey update / what is the mandate from the Dept.? 

1. Chris circulated a letter from concerned parents who wished to see the 

OURSchool survey questions.  They do not wish their children to take part in the 

survey without seeing the questions. 

2. Trevor will see what information can be shared publicly with parents about the 

questions asked. 

b) Cafeteria Staffing Update (Alethea/Trevor) 

1. A request for personnel staffing action form for  0.5FTE kitchen assistant is being 

processed by Education.  Once approved, a posting would be the next step. 

2. Line cutting update - Mr. Cassidy and Ms. Ouellette-Dunphy have been 

monitoring the cafeteria lineup more closely and there is increased supervision.  

Stanchions have also been ordered.  A work experience student is also helping 

the operator which is making the line go faster. Student council reports to the 

school administration that things have been improved. 

c) Polarettes Space Update (Trevor) 

1. This is still in process at the ADM level between departments. 

d) School Data - (discussion of maths/science rating, comparison to other schools) 

1. The school is looking at comparison data between other schools for the 

science/math data.  There is no current report as of today.  The Literacy results 

came in today and there are lots of 3s and 4s.  Only one student received a 1.  

The school administration shared some ELL proficiency summary.   

e) Mosaic for school 

1. Katherine heard from Janine for a quote for costs and time.  A 6’ x 10’ (60 sq. ft. 

at $400/sq. ft.) plus design, research, and installation.  It would be $30,000 

total.  There are some granting opportunities - most require other contributions. 

f) School Growth Plan  



1. NOTE - will become part of the principal’s report.  82% of students completed 

the survey.  62 parents/guardians completed the survey.  The administration 

sees an academic issue of study habits being reported as being in decline which 

could form the academic goal.  If the survey suggests there is an urgent need 

elsewhere, then study habits will likely be the goal.  A SGP handbook was being 

developed and wasn’t considered ready for release - it has been deprioritized at 

the Department of Education at this time. 

8. New Business 

a) EA Training 

1. On January 20, all EAs will get specialized training during the PD day.  The CASA 

agreement outlines that more training needs to be provided for EAs - this PD 

day is just the first step.  Is there any specific training for schools in the Catholic 

schools?  There is an intro to Catholic Education series of modules that all staff 

in Catholic schools that has been developed by the Episcopal Corporation. 

b) Community Health Nurse 

1. Community nursing has offered capacity to provide services this year one to two 

times per month.  It is primarily intended to provide access to kids who may not 

have access to family doctors.  Providing low-barrier health care for youth 12-

18.  It is housed within the CYFT team part of the Department of Health and 

Social Services and connected to the Whitehorse pediatricians.  How are parents 

informed and involved about this?  Generally kids can self-refer to mental and 

physical health services in Yukon.   

c) Geoexchange Exploration Drilling Program 

1. Some drilling will be done near the school to determine whether geothermal 

heat exchange is possible in Riverdale. 

d) Music program report from last year 

1. There was no written report from the music program presentation for the last 

council - it was an oral presentation.  This year’s music concert saw over 200 

parents attend.  There will hopefully be another concert in the spring. 

e) PD funding questions for Richard 

1. Council asked Richard about the PD funding for council members.  There are 

some funds included in each council’s funding for council members to have PD.  

If it is not spent, then it is deducted from future agreements.  Eligible expenses 

can include child care or travel costs to attend school council conferences, 

online courses that will benefit council or school. 



9. In camera session 

a) Council moved to an in camera session at 8:40 pm.  Council moved out of the in camera 

session at 9:02 pm. 

10. Closing Prayer and Adjournment 

              
Next Meeting Date:  Thursday, January 9 
 


