ST FRANCIS OF ASSISI CATHOLIC SECONDARY SCHOOL COUNCIL
APPROVED MEETING MINUTES

SFACS Learning Commons
Thursday, February 13, 2025
6:30 pm - 8:15 p.m.

Council Members: Ryan Sikkes (Co-chair), Chis Potvin (Co-chair) Rod Bagaslao, Jeanette Gallant

School Administration: Alethea Wallace (Principal), Mia Ouellette (Vice-Principal),

Guests: Carolyn Lewis-Shillington (ADM of Schools), Anya Braeuner and Paige Galette, Yukon Child and Youth
Advocate Office (CYAO), Amanda Cann, Colleen Segriff, Wayne Robinson

Secretary/Treasurer: Kelly Gruber

Regrets: Katherine Williams (council member), Tanner Cassidy (Vice-Principal)

1. Introductions/Land Acknowledgement/Welcome to guests:
Ryan called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. and welcomed Carolyn Lewis-Shillington, ADM of Schools, Anya
Braeuner and Paige Galette, Yukon Child and Youth Advocate Office (CYAO).

2. Opening Prayer/ Reflection:
Ryan opened the meeting with prayer.

3. Adoption of Agenda:
The agenda for the meeting was previously distributed.
Motion: To approve the agenda as presented. Moved by Rod, seconded by Jeanette. Motion carried.

4. Special Thanks/Acknowledgements:

- Valentine’s Day Display: A heartfelt thank you to the students for their hard work in creating the beautiful
Valentine’s Day locker decorations.

- Semester Transition Support: Alethea extended special thanks to Mia and Tanner for managing all the
responsibilities that came with the transition into the second semester during her absence.

- Mia also expressed gratitude to school counselors Colleen and Jennifer, as well as Amanda, Learning
Assistant, for their unwavering support during the semester transition, noting the strength of their
teamwork.

- Long Service Awards: Congratulations to this year’s long-service award recipients. The school is fortunate
to have a long-serving staff.

5. Minutes from Previous Meeting:
The minutes from the meeting on January 9, 2025, were previously distributed.
Amendments:
e Item 6: Standing Reports
- Principal/Vice-Principal Report & School Growth Plan — Revise the second bullet point to read: "to hire
one Educational Assistant."
- ACSTA Report — Revise the second bullet point to read: "sessions are readily available."
Motion: To approve the minutes of January 9, 2025, as amended. Moved by Rod, seconded by Jeanette.
Motion carried.

6. Child and Youth Advocate Office — Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity (SOGI) Review
Following a roundtable of welcomes and introductions from our guests, council, and administration, Anya
Braeuner and Paige Galette from the Yukon Child and Youth Advocate Office (CYAO) provided an overview of
their work. They clarified that the Advocate Office is an independent body under the Yukon Legislative
Assembly, operating under the Child and Youth Advocate Act. Its primary role is to provide advocacy services
for young people.
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At the request of the Minister of Education, the CYAO is currently gathering feedback from students, families,
administrators, educators, community members, and First Nations groups regarding their experiences with the
SOGI Policy in Yukon schools. The goal is to ensure all voices are heard. They emphasized that all feedback
provided to the Advocate Office is protected under Section 27 of the Child and Youth Advocate Act.

Engagement Process & Timelines:
Feedback will be collected through various methods, including:
- Online Survey — Open until the end of April 2025. The CYAO provided the council with copies of an
informational card containing a QR code linking directly to the survey.
- Individual & Group Sessions — Participants may also provide feedback in one-on-one meetings or group
discussions, with sessions lasting approximately 1.5 hours.
- Facilitated Focus Groups — Paige Galette has been contracted by the CYAO to lead focus group
interviews. Paige will ensure that all perspectives are heard and will present policy issues to the
Minister.

Sample Discussion Questions:
- What do you know about the SOGI policy?
- What aspects of the current policy are working well or not working well?
- What training is needed?
- What supports are currently in place?
- What types of additional supports or training would you like to see moving forward?

Engagement Locations & Contact Information:
- The CYAO Office is located at 2070 2nd Avenue, across from the main Yukon Government building.
- Office hours: Monday to Friday, 9 a.m. -5 p.m.
- To schedule an in-person or group session, call (867) 456-5575 or email info@ycao.ca. Sessions can be
held at the CYAO office or at a preferred location.

ACTION ITEM: The CYAO has requested the council to provide input using the available options as soon as
possible. Participation is voluntary, and attendance is not mandatory.

7. _Standing Reports:
a) Principal/Vice-Principal Report & School Growth Plan: — Thank you to Alethea for distributing the
Principal’s report prior to the meeting. Items of note included:

- A warm welcome to our new educational assistant and two teachers joining us this semester.

- Black History Month: African Music Festival Celebration on February 12 at 1:00 p.m.

- Parent Information Night: for grade 9 to 10 transition, February 19 at 6:30 p.m.

- Shrove Tuesday Pancake Breakfast: Tuesday, March 4 from 7:30 to 9:00 a.m.. Students and families are
all welcome to attend.

- Ash Wednesday Liturgy: Wednesday, March 5, 2025.

- The Administration team is focusing on the academic program, with meetings scheduled with the
department and all teachers to clarify ideas moving forward.

- Students presented their Capstone Career-Life Plan presentations to the staff. The video featured
students in various groups navigating different areas of the school, including lip-syncing segments that
added extra entertainment!

- 2025-2026 School Calendar: Alethea will circulate next year’s calendar to the other high school
administrators at F.H. Collins and Mercier to align Professional Development days, instructional
minutes, and early dismissals, to coordinate bus schedules and address other potential overlaps.
ACTION ITEM: Calendar information is due to the department by the end of March, which Alethea will
provide.

b) Catholic Education Association of Yukon (CEAY)
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d)

Rod and Jeanette attended the CEAY meeting in January. Jeanette reported that an item discussed was
how to collectively celebrate the Jubilee Year 2025 in Yukon, involving all three Catholic schools. This
includes initiatives such as the door decorating project already underway at each school. Other ideas
included establishing a monthly theme for joint activities with the schools, students, families, and the
parish, as well as exploring effective ways to communicate and encourage involvement from both families
and the parish. One suggested activity was resuming the annual Mass in the spring for all schools.

Alberta Catholic School Trustees’ Association (ACSTA)
Chris reported on behalf of Katherine, who was absent, that she attended the ACSTA Board of Directors
meeting virtually.

Secretary-Treasurer

The bank reconciliation has been updated, and all honorariums have been cleared to date. The year-end
budget, which was discussed at the January meeting, was briefly reviewed with the Council. Based on
current projections for honorariums through June 2025, an estimated surplus of approximately $2,600 is
anticipated.

Discussions were held regarding professional development (PD) days for the three Catholic schools, which
currently lack funding in the Catholic Schools PD fund for faith-based training. It was noted that there is a
need for more structured guidelines and a refined policy for allocating funds to support faith-based PD for
teachers at these schools. These guidelines should take into account the availability of resources or
agreements with relevant Catholic organizations, including the Catholic Episcopal Corporation and the
local Parish.

Additionally, the Yukon Association of Education Professionals PD fund, which teachers contribute to and is
managed by the YEAP PD Committee, may serve as a potential source for faith-based training. There was a
question regarding what the PD Committee is willing to fund for this purpose. Carolyn kindly expressed
her willingness to communicate the concern about YAEP Professional Development funding not being
available for Catholic Schools PD opportunities related to religious education or faith development as it
had been in the past with the yAEP president during their next meeting. It was suggested that the
co-chairs draft a letter to Carolyn seeking clarification and guidance on council’s specific inquiries.

ACTION ITEM: Ryan will draft an email to Carolyn, requesting her to bring the matter up with the YAEP
president at the next meeting.

8. Old Business:

a)

b)

Cafeteria Staffing Update
The kitchen helper position has been posted as a 4 month term position.

Alethea noted that the Yukon Food for Learning Association will soon provide a one-time funding
allocation based on school enroliment to support student access to nutritious food. She also expressed
concern about the increasing impact of food insecurity on families during challenging times and
guestioned the sustainability of the funding for schools.

She discussed a pilot project involving eight schools but noted challenges due to the lack of a teaching
cafeteria at SFAS, which may impact participation.

Polarettes Space Update (Carolyn)

Carolyn stated that she would forward the report with recommendations regarding the use of the
Polarettes and meet with us again at the March 6 meeting. She also expressed interest in conducting a
walk-through with Alethea and Mia to visually assess the space.

ACTION ITEM: Alethea and Mia to provide the presentation materials they used last year to Carolyn before
the March meeting.
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c) School Data
- OurSchool Survey Results Discussion
The comments/long answer question data, redacted of identifying information, from the parent
online survey have been distributed to the council for discussion and review.

d) Mosaic for school
Project Status: No update

9. New Business:
a) March meeting date (current date is during spring break)
Council determined that the next meeting will be held on Thursday, March 6, 2025, at 6:30 p.m. in the
Learning Commons, rather than the usual second week of March, due to spring break.

b) YAEP Professional Standards

- Ryan attended the Professional Standards Meeting held by the Yukon Association of Education
Professionals (YAEP). He noted that the Professional Practice Standards would not replace the Code of
Ethics. The Yukon Teacher Certification Board has the authority to revoke a teacher’s license for limited
reasons as outlined in the Education Act. The Chair of the Yukon Teacher Certification Board is appointed
by the Minister of the Department of Education.

- Ryan also highlighted that teachers in Yukon are bound by a Code of Ethics under the regulatory authority
of the Department of Education. Additionally, all members of the YAEP must adhere to a separate Code of
Ethics to remain in the teachers’ association (which is a requirement to teach in a Yukon Public School).
This Code governs a number of aspects of professional conduct.

c) AYSCBC Upcoming Events
Ryan circulated the minutes from the October 2024 meeting of the Association of Yukon School Councils,
Boards & Committees (AYSCBC) for review. He noted that the AYSCBC would be holding its next meeting on
Wednesday, February 13, 2025, and invited any council members who wished to attend.

d) Safer Schools Policy Familiarization (Katherine)
Deferred to Next Meeting: Policy discussion.

10. In camera session:
Motion: To enter the in camera session at 7:45 p.m. Moved by Ryan. All in favor. Motion carried. / Council
exited at 8:15 p.m. No further business was conducted as a result of the in camera session.

11. Closing Prayer and Adjournment:
Motion: Made by Ryan for adjournment at 8:15 p.m. All in favour.

12. Next Meeting Date:
The next meeting will take place on Thursday, March 6, 2024, at 6:30 p.m. in the
Learning Commons.
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