
St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Secondary School Council 
APPROVED Regular Meeting Minutes 

 
Thursday, March 6, 2025 

6:30 pm – 8:30pm 
 
Location: SFACS Learning Commons 
Council: Rod Bagaslao, Jeanette Gallant, Chris Potvin, Ryan Sikkes, Katherine Williams,  
Guests:  
Administration: Principal Alethea Wallace, Vice-Principal Tanner Cassidy 
Secretary/Treasurer: Absent 
 

1.​ Introductions/Land Acknowledgement/Welcome to guests 

Ryan called the meeting to order at 6:34pm.  

 

2.​ Opening Prayer/ Reflection 

Ryan opened with prayer and there was special mention of prayers for Rosemary Burns, Father 

Jim Bleakley, and the son of a staff member. 

 

3.​ Adoption of Agenda 

+ Secretary Treasurer 

+ Draft resolution re: communications 

 

4.​ Special Thanks/Acknowledgements  

-​ For Kelly’s work over the last few months 

-​ Thanking everyone who came to help at the Pancake Breakfast – Fr. Bartek, Ryan, and 

donations from local businesses 

 

5.​ Minutes from Previous Meeting 

-​ Updates for the minutes from January 2025 – ACSTA Updates should include Yukon and NWT 

as members; also, the mosaic has not yet been designed – wording needs to be clear that a 

design concept has not been yet determined. Ryan to updated the minutes to reflect this 

and to make clear that the early design conversation was to help determine a cost estimate.  

-​ February minutes: 

Section 7d – comments regarding the PD fund from the YAEP PD committee to be 

clarified.  

Section 8 – need is due to the lack of a teaching cafeteria 

-​ Chris moved to adopt the approved minutes; Rod seconded. 

 



6.​ TIMED ITEM: Not necessary 

7.​ Standing Reports  

a)​ Principal/Vice-Principal Report & School Growth Plan 

-​ General discussion about enrolment numbers, current and projected. School bus not running 

for the early dismissal time, which leaves students who take the bus waiting at SFA for the 

afternoon.  

-​ Alethea also shared the draft calendar for 2025-26, including the bell schedule and PLC 

dates. Concern raised regarding the early dismissal day in 25-26 as not appropriate. 

-​ Action Item – Ryan to write a letter to Yukon education asking the adjustment day be moved 

to June 12 (from Dec. 19). 

 

-​ SGP Update: Teacher PLC groups looking at common assessments and work habits concerns. 

The next PLC time will be used to firm up these suggestions. The next step will be to 

determine how goals can be measured. Catholic identity is being focused on by the 

administration team.  

 

-​ Moved by Jeanette: To approve the non-instructional days on the School Calendar for 

2025-2026, with request for the adjustment day to be moved to June 12. 

Seconded by: Chris 

 

b)​ CEAY 

-​ Clarification that Yukon Catholic school councils are not members of AYSCBC, because we 

belong to CEAY instead. CEAY should then be involved with AYSCBC on behalf of catholic 

school councils. 

-​ April PD event for administrators 

-​ Blueprints and SPICE in May 

-​ Ted Hupe to be invited to the next AGM as a guest speaker re: professional standards 

-​ Catholic admin team discussing a spring all-schools mass 

-​ Next AGM is March 26th 

 

c)​ ACSTA 

-​ No updates 

-​ Paul Corrigan to lead a PD session during the Catholic PD Day: Honoring Catholic Identity 

with Grace and Compassion 

 



d)​ Secretary-Treasurer 

-​ About $2700.00 as surplus through to the end of the year, after honoraria. 

-​ Alethea to ask Tanner to bring the grad request for funding to the next meeting 

 

8.​ Old Business 

a)​ Cafeteria Staffing Update 

-​ Interviews started this morning. There were 54 applicants for the one part-time position, 

starting March 24 – June 13. References are being checked, and an offer is to be made soon. 

 

b)​ Polarettes Space Update (Carolyn) 

-​ No updates from Carolyn 

-​ Alethea shared the presentation that SFA had made last year, pitching that SFA be granted 

the Polarettes space. General discussion followed. Council would like Carolyn to share the 

report that was shared with her. 

Action item: Ryan to email Carolyn 

 

c)​ School Data 

1.​ OurSchool Survey Results Discussion 

-​ Action: Alethea to share the Numeracy and Literacy data with council before the next 

meeting, if possible.  

-​ Discussion about how to reflect to the school community the highlights from the report. 

Request for Yukon Education to help provide a summary highlights document.  

-​ Action: Alethea to ask Yukon Education if The Learning Bar can produce a simple report. 

-​ Alethea to post the electronic version of the survey reports to the shared folder for everyone 

to view.  

-​ Action: To use ChatGPT to pull the most mentioned topics from the written responses 

 

d)​ Mosaic for school – update 

-​ The artist has been asked to apply for funding through Arts Canada 

-​ Barn Dance Fundraiser idea – the school gym would be used. Tentative date is Saturday, Oct. 

25th. There would be a 3-piece band with a caller. More details to be determined. 

-​ Wanting to connect with local FN stakeholders. There is a fund available if FNs take the lead. 

-​ Idea for a pizza lunch fundraiser, coffee house for the community, Christian-themed 

Christmas cards made by the art students.  

-​ Action: Alethea to ask art teacher about making cards – possible contest. 



-​ Action: School admin to connect or forward contact info for elder to consult with. 

 

e)​ Student survey - how and by whom is the mandate developed by the Department? 

-​ Carolyn not here with a response 
 

f)​ Student-run clubs - what are their goals and how can we help them? 

-​ General discussion. No action from school council currently needed. 

 

9.​ New Business 

a)​ Safer Schools Policy Familiarization (Katherine) 

-​ Safe and Caring Schools Policy vs. Safer Schools Action Plan clarification. Concern raised 

about the absence of parents as partners in the policy, what roles parents can play. Student 

Protection Policy is geared toward how to respond to suspected harm to a child by an adult. 

Discussion about the differences and reasoning about the role of parents in the policies and 

when school staff should communicate with parents. 

-​ Action to add information to the handbook regarding how/when parents are informed of 

harm done to children. Ryan to propose a short statement to be added to the school 

handbook upon approval. 

 

b)​ Information Request: Grade 8/9 Rel. Ed. and Health Education programming (Katherine) 

-​ Discussion about why health education is included in the religious education program. 

Clarification that the health curriculum is delivered in the PE course. To balance that, the 

Catholic identity and perspective on these topics are shared in the religious education 

program.  

-​ The new Growing in Christ, Growing in Faith curriculum for grade 9 is being developed for 

the fall of 2025. The grade 8 curriculum is available now. Professional development is 

available through Pearson Publishing when these curriculums are put into place. 

-​ In the past, there has been PD about sexual health education in terms of sexual health 

education. It makes sense to re-visit this support with the new curriculum coming in. Council 

wishes to support staff in developing their skills in this area.  

 

c)​ Information Request: Politically Neutral Learning Environments (Katherine) 

-​ This connects to the YEAP Professional Standards for Teachers which are currently in 

development, which includes not abusing power in the classroom to influence students. 



Discussion about whether action is necessary to make a value-based goals statement. 

Council did not feel that anything needed to be done to address this. 

 

-​ Resignation of Kelly Gruber as secretary-treasurer. This position is now vacant and after 

spring break it will be advertised. 

-​ Katherine shared a draft resolution regarding SFA council communications.  

Council is currently bound by a resolution from the previous council that no member was 

able to speak on behalf of the council without the council’s permission. 

All discussions are confidential when not in a public meeting and no communications will be 

shared prior to discussion.  

Action: Katherine to share the resolution electronically for input from council at next 

meeting 

 

10.​ In camera session – Began at 8:45pm. Ended at 8:56pm 

 

11.​Closing Prayer and Adjournment 

              
Next Meeting Date:  Thursday, April 10 


