St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Secondary School Council
Regular Meeting Minutes

Tuesday, August 27, 2024
7:00 pm —9:00pm

Location: SFACS Learning Commons

Council: Rod Bagaslao, Jeanette Gallant, Chris Potvin, Ryan Sikkes, Katherine Williams
Guests: Monica Best

Administration: (Principal), Alethea Wallace (Vice Principals) Mia Ouellette, Tanner Cassidy
Secretary/Treasurer: [vacant]

1. Introductions/Welcome to guests
2. Opening Prayer/ Reflection
® Provided by Ryan
3. Adoption of Agenda
e Confirmation of standing reports for 2024-2025
e Moved to next meeting
4. Special Thanks/Acknowledgements

e Orientation day for grade 8s
e Thanks to school council for supporting Grad bursaries and CEAY for awards
e Suggestion to add a land acknowledgment at the beginning of all meetings - agreed

5. TIMED ITEM — Monica Best re: CEAY Welcome Packages
e Handed out information packages about CEAY and school council, links to further
information
e |Important dates for Catholic schools and councils shared and discussed
o A new delegate will be required for the ACSTA — must attend AGM and Convention Nov.
15-17

6. Minutes from Previous Meeting

e Moved by Ryan, who was the only member present

7. Standing Reports
a) Principal/Vice-Principal Report
e Report shared and discussed; general concern about the quickly increasing
enrolment and staffing needs; capital budget being frozen
e Administration expressed need for a YEU cafeteria worker in order to provide a
food program that will be equitable to other secondary schools; historically

council has advocated to YEU for this position. Council member requested that



this topic be added to our next meeting agenda and the previous letter to YEU

be shared.

b) CEAY

e Update regarding the MOU; meeting with Minister

e General discussion about requirements for the AGM

e Councils must nominate at least 2 directors and share these names before the
AGM; one must be.a sitting council member and one may be a member of the
school ocmmunity

® Administration asked to promote the AGM on Sept. 24 at 7:00pm in CYO Hall in
their newsletters; can also ask for interested community members to be a

Director to CEAY

c) ACSTA
® Included with CEAY

d) Secretary-Treasurer

e Financial report was submitted; waiting for this year’s funding to be granted

8. Old Business
e Parent Survey- progress and timeline
e Still wish to do this; administration needs to connect with OurSchool Survey
administrators
® Also thoughts on creating a specific survey for the three Catholic schools to gain
a sense of how parents are feeling about Catholic Education

e Maintain as old business

e Religious Education Curriculum Resources Review
e Concern about the lack of involvement and communication with Yukon
Education about these resource issues — the process that was followed.
Improved transparency is requested between Yukon Education, school
administration and school council.
e Current and future resources will be vetted through the Canadian Council of

Catholic Bishops and used by other Catholic jurisdictions.



9. New Business

Selection of council chair
e Wondering about the role of Chair and council way of working together

e Ryan and Chris willing to co-chair; moved by Rod with no objections

Secretary-treasurer vacancy

e To be advertised in the school newsletter with details

Regular meeting schedule 2024-2025
e Second Thursday of the month, September — June; 6:30 start time

® Next meeting: September 12

Annual General Meeting

e Ryan to prepare a report for the AGM

Council retreat?

® Asked to be placed in the October meeting agenda

Cell Phone Policy — Grade 8 & 9
e This is a heads up to council about a new policy to be put into the school
handbook regarding cell phone use. Council must approve the parent handbook

each year.

YSAA Sports Team Limits — Implications for St. Francis
® Grade 8 sports currently have a “no-cut” policy; Yukon School Sports (Yukon
Education) are promoting the idea that each school only play 2 teams per
division and category. This is a concern as it would mean SFA would need to do
cuts or change the way it is decided what teams will play in games.
e Administration to attend Yukon
Guest Speakers in the School
e Clarification of Yukon Education policy regarding speakers in the school. If a
school invites a speaker into the school, it is OK. Discussion about
appropriateness of speakers regarding age, topics, etc.
General Dsicussion about various policies and procedures affecting school councils

® Request for update regarding the Polarettes space



® Any hopes for this year from administration?

e Updated school growth plan to be shared at the next meeting

10. Closing Prayer and Adjournment

Next Meeting Date: September 12 @ 6:30pm



