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In our continuing efforts to transfer the responsibility of learning 

to each individual student, we focus on three essential questions: 

 What am I learning? 

 How is it going? 

 What’s next? 

A constant and careful consideration of 

these questions throughout students’ lives 

will prove valuable in more aspects than 

just their academics.  Developing an 

informed conscience, dealing with concepts 

like “fake news”, and contributing to our 

civil society through informed voting and 

participation in democratic structures will 

all be improved by thinking this way!  

Student Led Conferences are just one 

opportunity to practice them and we 

encourage families to think about them 

collectively, as well. 

We are working on a school calendar and 

timetable for next year and will be sure to 

release those as soon as they are confirmed.  Students will all 

have individual timetables distributed to them before the end of 

classes in June and will have opportunities to make changes if 

necessary. 

In the last newsletter, I mentioned that I will be taking some time 

away from school over the next two years to continue pursuing 

my own studies.  To provide the school with consistent 

administrative presence during the periods whilst I’m away, we 

have appointed Katrina Brogdon as an additional vice-principal 

over the next two years.  In addition to her many years of service 

as a teacher and counsellor at Vanier, Katrina was also the 

principal of Takhini Elementary for three years and we 

appreciate her willingness to step into this challenging role! 

Sincerely,  

Ryan Sikkes, principal 

For the latest news and 

information, please visit 

our school’s website: 

www.vcss.ca 

Christ has risen!  Alleluia!   

Truly, He has risen!  Alleluia! 

This acclamation recognizes the joyous end of the Lenten 

season following the somber and sorrowful recognition of the 

crucifixion and death of Our Lord, Jesus Christ.  The joy of His 

resurrection is one of the central 

tenets of our faith and the Easter 

season is an annual reminder of the 

sacrifice and love of God that we all 

enjoy. 

Easter always coincides with the 

coming of spring and the longer days 

and warmer weather also signal the 

coming end of our school year.  This 

newsletter is distributed with our 

Term 3 reports and another invitation 

to Student Led Conferences on 

Thursday, May 4 from 3:30 to 7:30 

pm.  Again, our cafeteria will be open 

for families to enjoy a meal together at school during the 

conferences. 
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The official 2016-

2017 School Calendar 

can be accessed 

online at the Yukon 

Education website. 

Thursday, April 27—Skills Canada Competition 

Thursday, April 27-28 —Rotary Music Festival 

Friday, April 28—Vanier Day 

Thursday, May 4-5—Young Author’s Conference 

Thursday, May 4—Student Led Conferences (Evening) 

Wednesday, May 10—Grade 10 Retreat 

Wednesday, May 10—Post Secondary Information Night 

Thursday, May 18—Grad Retreat 

Monday, May 22—Victoria Day—No School 

Thursday, May 25—Grad Mass 

Friday, May 26—Reception , Grand March, Cap and Gown 

and After Grad 

Tuesday, May 30—Grade 9 Retreat 

Wednesday, May 31—Grade 7 Retreat 

Thursday, June 1—2—Vanier Musical 

Monday, June 5—Athletics Banquet 

Thursday, June 8—Awards 1 & Fine Arts/Applied Skills 

Friday, June 9-11—50th anniversary of Diocese 

Tuesday, June 13—Term 4 concludes, last day of classes 

Tuesday, June 13—Awards ll 

Wednesday, June 14-19 Exams 

Tuesday, June 20—Last day of School 

Thursday, June 22-28—BC Provincial Exams 

Music Notes 
Senior Jazz perform at Noon, May 31st at Arts in the 
Park.  Congrats Junior Jazz and Senior Jazz on a great 
Rotary Music Festival! 

School Council Corner 

The members of our current council are  

Valerie Royle, chair 

Edith Elder 

Michael Lauer 

Stella Martin 

Maureen Long 

Contact information, meeting agendas, and 

minutes are all available at www.vcss.ca under 

the School Council tabs. 

The next Vanier Catholic Secondary School 

Council Meeting will be on Tuesday, May 16 at 

7:00 pm in the Learning Commons 

After a semester of having no automated 

call-out system in place, we are pleased to 

report that we have finally secured a 

replacement.  SchoolConnects will allow us 

to send out daily attendance notifications 

through phone calls, email, or SMS texts.  

Our default for all households will be to 

send phone calls home each day—if you’d 

prefer a different method, please contact 

Alex in the school office at 667-5901 or 

email the school at vcss@gov.yk.ca 
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Learning Commons News 
Thursday, April 27 – Poem in Your Pocket Day 

Every April, on Poem in Your Pocket Day, people cele-
brate by selecting a poem, carrying it with them, and 
sharing it with others throughout the day at schools, 
bookstores, libraries, parks, workplaces, and on Twitter 
using the hashtag #pocketpoem.  This special day was 
initiated in New York City in 2002 and in 2016, the 
League of Canadian Poets extended Poem in Your 
Pocket Day to Canada.   

At Vanier, all students will be encouraged to choose a 
poem to with friends, teachers, parents, co-workers.  
Tape a poem to the watercooler at your job and see 
what conversations start!  Memorize a few lines from a 
poem that you enjoy and impress everyone you meet!   

Can’t find a poem to share?…here is a great one:   

 

When Giving is All We Have 

Alberto Ríos, 1952 

One river gives 
Its journey to the next. 

We give because someone gave to us. 
We give because nobody gave to us. 

We give because giving has changed us. 
We give because giving could have changed us. 

We have been better for it, 
We have been wounded by it— 

Giving has many faces: It is loud and quiet, 
Big, though small, diamond in wood-nails. 

Its story is old, the plot worn and the pages too, 
But we read this book, anyway, over and again: 

Giving is, first and every time, hand to hand, 
Mine to yours, yours to mine. 

You gave me blue and I gave you yellow. 
Together we are simple green. You gave me 

What you did not have, and I gave you 
What I had to give—together, we made 

Something greater from the difference. 

Social Justice News 

Rogue One – the force was with us 

Thank you to everyone who supported our showing of 
Rogue One.  We raised over $300.00 which went 
towards buying items to make hygiene kits for the 
Outreach Van as well as sending a cheque to Hands of 
Hope, (hands-of-hope.ca) a Whitehorse-based charity 
which buys books and basics for children in India and 
Tibet.   

The “EARTH” without “ART” is just “EH” 

Under the capable guidance of local artist Helen 
O’Connor, the Social Justice Club has put paint to wall 
and started our much-anticipated mural.  This project is 
located in the hallway leading to the cafeteria, and we 
welcome everyone to come take a look and follow our 
progress. 

The theme of the mural is the Mark 12:31 verse You shall 
love your neighbour as yourself.  We enlisted the help of 
two artists in the school, Jenika Lindley and Jayrhon 
Aguilar, to illustrate this verse into drawings which we 
have projected on the wall.   

We will be working on the mural in the weeks to come 
and can’t wait to have an opening to unveil our finished 
product!  

Emily steadies the projector 

while tracing the drawings. 

https://www.poets.org/node/44667
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Crusaders Athletics 
Vanier basketball proved once again that we can easily play with 
the big schools. Our boys teams dominated the competition, 
while our girls were not 
that far behind!  Despite 
what seemed to be a fast, 
short season, our athletes 
represented our school in 
true Crusader 
style….excellent 
sportsmenship, team 
spirt, and the drive to 
compete no matter what. 
This is how your Crusaders 
faired during the 
Superhoops and 
Championships:  

Gr. 8 Girls Bronze 
Gr. 8 Boys Gold 
9/10 Girls Silver 
9/10 Boys Gold 
Sr. Girls Bronze 
Sr. Boys Gold 

Superhoops AllStars: 

Krysha Rubio 
David Mindanao 
Michael Trinidad  
Ian New (MVP) 

Basketball Championship AllStars: 

Gr. 8 Girls - Nicole Farkas 
Gr. 8 Boys - Jerome Cachola 
  - Sam Wanless (MVP)
  
9/10 Girls - Kia Knowler 
9/10 Boys - Jan Brix Gonzales 
  - Arcel Siosan (MVP) 
Sr. Girls - Krysha Rubio 
Sr. Boys - Ian New 
 - David Mindanao 
 - Josh Rumbaoa (MVP) 

Again, pretty darn good for a small school! 

Congratulations to all the Basketball 
athletes, coaches, and support staff for all of 
your time and effort in making Vanier a 
competitive and respectful school.  

Badminton 

We have been having drop in Badminton for 

the month of April on Mondays and Wednesdays afterschool 
until 5pm.  Feel free to just come and play or practice for 
entry into the Badminton Championships to be held at the 
end of April.  Come and see if you can make Mr. Stewart and 

Mr. Stoker move!!  

Spring League 

Mr. McCarron has already starting 
the drafts for this year’s basketball 
spring league!  If you are at all 
interested, please see Mr. McCarron 
for more details. 

Fitness Room 

We again have the Fitness room in 
the mezzanine opened up for all 
students everyday after school 
(except Friday) from 3:30 – 5pm.  If 
you want to find out more 
information, please see Mrs. Park or 
Mr. Stoker for more details. 

Track & Field 

Very soon we will be starting up some 
track & field after school to practice 

for those who are interested in 
the F.H. Collins track & field day 
scheduled to be on May 31st.  
Listen in the future for the 
announcements. 

Athletic Banquet 

Finally, to end the Vanier athletic 
year, our annual Athletic Banquet 
will be taking place sometime 
early June…..stay tuned for more 
details. 

Come on out and support your 
Vanier Teams! 

If you have any questions or 
concerns, you can go to our Vanier 
Athletics web site http://

www.yesnet.yk.ca/schools/vanier/
athletics/, or contact Mr. Stoker at 
667-5901. 

http://www.yesnet.yk.ca/schools/vanier/athletics/
http://www.yesnet.yk.ca/schools/vanier/athletics/
http://www.yesnet.yk.ca/schools/vanier/athletics/

