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Principal’s Message

Welcome to 2015! We hope that all our students and
families had a restful and relaxing Christmas break
blessed with time spent with families and friends.

December was a beautiful time at Vanier! We
celebrated the season of Advent through our school-
wide participation of Share The Spirit. Vanier students
raised over $3000.00 and were able to provide happier
Christmases to more than 30 children. Thank you,
everyone, for your support and generous donations.

We ended 2014 with a joy-filled day that began with a
Christmas celebration recalling the importance of the
very first Christmas while reflecting on ways to spread
love and peace in our own lives this year.

We continued our tradition of inviting alumni back to
Vanier on the last day before Christmas break to share
their experiences with students and challenge our
senior students and staff to a friendly game over
lunch. We are always keen to see our former students
any day of the year!

Our very last school function of 2014 was our annual
talent show which never fails to impress with the
range and depth of talent amongst our student
population. It was a fantastic show and | heartily
congratulate all who participated in it.

We are filled with joy and optimism as we enter
2015—we look forward to starting our second
semester which will be followed quickly by course
selection season for the next school year!

Students and staff are busily working towards the last
classes of this semester to cover any last bits of the
curriculum and to start reviewing for the end of term.

Exams will be starting soon (please see the back page

for the schedule) and there is lots of help available to
develop study strategies or to write practice exams in
the Skills Room—please don’t hesitate to contact them
for assistance in this regard.

We will start our new semester with a celebration of
Christian Unity at 2 p.m. on Monday, January 26.
Parents and guardians are always welcome to attend
our school celebrations

| continue to thank you all for your support, words of
encouragement and prayers for our school community
as we work together to share and live the Good News of
the Gospel. God Bless

Sincerely,

Ryan Sikkes
Principal

Reflection on Christian Unity for 2015
“Give me a drink” (John 4:7-15)

Christians affirm diversity and dialogue as God’s
gifts to us. Encountering and exchanging
experiences with other religious traditions can
change us and open to us the opportunity to reach
the depths of the well. The act of coming near to
other people and being willing to drink from their
fountain enables us to learn about the wonders of
God that can and should be announced and heard
in the language and way of being of every people
and culture, every church or religious group.
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The official 2014-
2015 School
Calendar can be
accessed online
at the Yukon
Education

Monday, January 5th—First Day of School

Tuesday, January 6th—Epiphany Celebration

Monday, January 12th—Friday, January 16th—Review
Week

Monday, January 19th—Friday, January 23rd—Exams

Monday, January 26th—First Day of Semester Il / Term
[Il and Christian Unity Celebration

Tuesday, February 17th—Shrove Tuesday Pancake
Breakfast

Wednesday, February 18th—Ash Wednesday
Celebration

Thursday, February 19th—Vandezvous @ 1PM

For the latest news, school information
and homework assignments, visit our
informative school website:

WWW.VCSS.Cd

School Council Corner

The next regular council meeting will be January 13th at
7:30pm in the VCSS Library.

The members of our current council are:
Edith Elder; Chair

Michael Lauer, Vice-Chair

Dianne Tait

Maureen Long

Shanon Cooper

For more information on Vanier’s School Council,
including current contact information, visit www.vcss.ca
and click on the “School Council” tab.

School Growth Plan
Update

School Growth Plan

Update: Jan. 5, 2015

Vanier staff and students
continue to work on this
year’s school-wide goal:
“To improve students’
writing abilities.” This goal was determined through
consultations with parents, students, staff and Yukon
Education. The School Growth Plan document is available for
review on the school’s website. The website also has
information about the results of our fall school-wide-write
assessments and what we’ve learned about the writing
abilities of our students.

In response to this information, Vanier staff has developed
the following school-wide strategies:

® Collaborative scoring of student work with reference to
grade-level standards

® Use of a common editing checklist
® ElL-specific instructional techniques

® (Criteria for “What counts in effective note-taking?” to be
used in all grades/classes

Discipline-group discussions of effective writing techniques
and common language across the grades

We will continue to deepen our learning in this goal area as
the year progresses!
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The Vanier Cafeteria

We are fortunate to have chef Zoran and Ellen Petrovic
operating our cafeteria this year. Zoran is a European-trained
executive chef who has been preparing delicious and nutritious
meals each morning break and lunch.

Breakfast sandwiches and fresh baking are available each
morning break and each lunch features three daily specials, all
“made from scratch”: a soup, salad and entrée. We have been
spoiled this year with items like: Bistro Salad with pears, walnuts
and blue cheese, Szechuan chicken over rice and roasted corn,
garlic and potato chowder just to name a few. Standard
cafeteria fare such as fries, poutine and sandwiches are also
available.

Menus are posted in advance on our school website and in the
foyer of the school.

Punch cards can be purchased for $20 that offer a bonus of $2
for a total value of $22. These are available in the office, at the
cafeteria and in the vending machine near the gyms.
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Our automated call system will call each evening for students
with ‘unexcused’ absences.

Parking

Drivers are reminded that there is a pick-up loop near
the student parking lot. We have a special bus that
comes daily to pick up students in the staff parking lot
which is often blocked by other vehicles. Thanks for
your cooperation!

If you have any questions about your child’s attendance,
please call the office.

Mobile Devices

The school rule on mobile devices has changed this year to
Phone Us...Please!! the following:
The office will be telephoning the parents of each
student who is not excused and absent for the first

block each morning. Parents are reminded that to

“Mobile devices (e.g. cell phones, music players, etc.) may
not be used in classrooms during class time.”

keep proper attendance records for students,
absences must be phoned in or

they may be recorded as

unexcused. Please call the school

in the morning at 667-5901 if your

child will be absent or late for

school. For students who are sick,

we would appreciate a phone call

each day they are sick.

Students are permitted to use mobile devices during breaks
and at lunch.

Students who are caught using their mobile devices during
class time may have them confiscated and sent to the office.
On the first offence, the device will be returned at the end of
the day. On second and subsequent offences, the device will
be kept for a parent to come and pick up.

If parents have urgent messages for their child, please call
the school office and we will deliver it to them in class.
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Booster Cards are out! If you haven’t purchased
yours, contact the school office—they’re only $20
for discounts all over town! All proceeds go to
support student activities throughout the year.

Special thanks to this year’s sponsors:

Alpine’s Bra The Deli

Epic Pizza Mad Trapper Alleys
Blackbird Bakery Auto Parts Plus
Robyn’s Grill Riverside Grocery
Shay-Per Esthetics Midnight Sun
Unity Clothing In bloom Flowers
Main Designs Quiznos Sub
Bella Home Décor Riverstone Dental Clinic

Climate Clothing The Truss Plant

25 Tutor matches have been made so
far this year!

All Vanier students can receive free
tutoring

for assistance in course work, assignments,
organizational skills or test preparation.

Students will be matched
one on one.

To receive tutoring the
student needs to fill in an
application and return it
to Ms. Bergsma.
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Write for Rights Day

December 10™ at Vanier was a
day of action!!

Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful,
committed citizens can change the world. Indeed, it is
the only thing that ever has. Margaret Mead

In 2002, Amnesty International Poland came up with the
idea of holding a 24-hour letter writing marathon on
December 10" which is International Human Rights Day.
The idea was to select a few cases of human rights abuses
and overwhelm the authorities who were responsible with
letters from around the world. For the past seven years,
Vanier School has joined the more than 2,000 events
across Canada and participated in the Write for Rights
campaign. This year, students and staff wrote over 180
letters! Excellent work, letter writers!

We focused our attentions on three cases that involved the
Canadian Government and Canadian companies who are
complicit in human rights abuses in Canada and abroad.
For one case, students wrote to Prime Minister Harper to
encourage him to keep Canada’s door open for refugees
from Syria. The second case involved Canadian mining
companies in Guatemala who have violated the human
rights of their workers. In the final case, the students
wrote to Prime Minister Harper to encourage him to
address the need for a comprehensive national action plan
and independent national inquiry to end the violence
against indigenous women and girls.

On December 10”‘, the library was filled with the sounds of
protest music, expressions of glee about finishing a letter
and “mailing” it in our homemade mailbox, and lastly,
much chatter and discussion about the human rights that
we enjoy and how we can effectively advocate for others.

Thank you to everyone who participated!
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Social Justice Club News

The Social Justice Club had a busy schedule in November
and December to finish off a rewarding and satisfying
2014!

Global Craft Fair

The SJ Club enjoyed another very successful Global Craft
Fair with our art cards selling as quickly as we could
display them. We also sold enough Ugandan necklaces
and earrings to send over $200 to the African Women'’s
Collective who supply them. This year, Club members
San San Tan, Brandon Crawford, and Kathryn Fortune set
up a Fair Trade table to
exhibit fair trade goods
which are available in
Whitehorse and discuss the
process by which school
and communities can
become designated as “Fair
Trade”. These three
students were part of the
WE Day Trip in October
where we visited the office
of the Canadian Fair Trade
Network and Fair Trade
Vancouver. It was fantastic
to see the students put this
knowledge immediately to
such good use, spreading
the word on how
purchasing fair trade goods benefits workers and
communities.

PLAX,EAIR g

Sea of Pink

On Friday, November 21, Vanier staff and students joined
the other high schools in town to wear Pink and show
our determination to push bullying from our schools. We
saw pink of every shade and description. Thank you to all
who participated...we love your style!

Yukon Order of Pioneers Dinner

YOOP held their annual Christmas dinner on Monday,
December 8th at the CYO Hall and the SJ Club helped with
setting up the tables, organizing the buffet table, clearing
and washing dishes, and putting everything away...which
gave the Pioneers and their families the chance to talk
and enjoy each other’s company. For our hard work, we
were given a donation of $500 to use towards future

social justice activities. A very special thank you to Ms.
Marnik for her wonderful way with that dishwasher!

No Means No

On Tuesday, December 2nd, we were fortunate to have
Hillary Aitken, program coordinator from the Victoria
Faulkner Women’s Centre, visit our S meeting and
facilitate a presentation on the No Means No campaign,
and also on how consent and sexual assaults are being
dealt with in Canadian courts. Ms. Aitken presented a
number of scenarios and the students were given the
opportunity to share and
compare opinions and
perceptions. It was a very
insightful lunch hour!

What We Want for
Whitehorse

On Tuesday, December 16th,
SJ Club members enjoyed a
pizza lunch provided by BYTE
and the City of Whitehorse
in exchange for their
feedback on a series of
questions about the livability
of our city. The City of
Whitehorse wishes to gain
insights from youth for their
Community Economic
Development Strategy and the students were only too
happy to provide their suggestions on recreation, jobs,
housing and safety to improve our city.

Give us yer socks!!

A call has gone out from the Outreach Van for SOCKS!
When the weather is cold, there are a number of
Outreach Van clients who are in need of warm socks.
Wool is best, so good in fact, that we will accept your
used wool socks (make sure that they are CLEAN).

You can also donate new cotton socks. If you don’t have
socks, we will always accept monetary donations to go
towards the purchase of wool socks. Consider taking a
pass on buying your morning coffee and donating that
money towards hot feet instead — share the warmth!

Bring your socks and/or donations to Madame Hamel in
room 14 or Ms. Clarke in the library.
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Explore Program

Explore is a five-week intensive French-immersion bursary
program that is offered during the spring or summer for
people with any skill level in French. Explore participants
are awarded a $2,200 bursary (taxable income) that covers
tuition fees for the course, instructional materials, meals,
and accommodation. You will discover another region of
Canada while learning French in classes adapted to your
language level. Through classroom instructions, workshops,
sociocultural activities, and field trips, you will not only
improve your language skills, but discover the culture of a
new region as well, all while exploring, meeting new people
from across the country, and exchanging ideas in a
stimulating environment perfect for learning the French
language. Experience something new and discover your
country and your strengths through Explore!

Eligibility
* be a Canadian citizen or permanent resident (those

studying in Canada on student visas are not eligible);

® be at least in Grade 11 during the preceding school year
or be at the postsecondary level by the time your Explore
course begins;

¢ have been a full-time student for at least one term during
the current school year.

Note: you must also be at least 16 years old on the first day
of the course.

http://www.myexplore.ca/en/

Application deadline: February 28" 2015

The French Programs Unit in the Yukon Education
Department will provide the candidates with $500
financial support toward transportation cost upon receipt

Brrr!! It’s cold outside!!
Let’s work to keep everyone in Whitehorse warm!

Bring in your clean hoodies, jackets, hats, mitts and

gloves and the Social Justice

Club will pass them on to the
Outreach Van.

Drop your stuff off at the library
or in the boxes in the front
foyer.

We said goodbye this year to our intrepid
photocopier that served us well: over four million
copies over the last decade! We were sad to see it
go, but are confident that it is enjoying retirement
with other copiers (probably complaining to each
other about the cost of toner these days!)

What’s cooking in the
cafeteria these days?

Check out vcss.ca for this,
news and school
information!

)
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News from the Vanier Learning Commons
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The eBook Explanation:

An Interview with Vanier Student and eBook Reader SAM LEE:

Ms. Clarke: Sam, you are one of our first eBook users.
Congratulations! How was your eBook experience?

Sam Lee: It was excellent...and so easy. | wanted to read the book
The Testing by Julie Charbonneau and when | saw that it was
available via eBook, | jumped at the chance to download it on my
phone.

Ms. Clarke: How did you do it? Are you a computer whiz?

Sam Lee: Well, | know my way around a computer but | think that
ANYONE can do this. Itis VERY easy. There are clear instructions
available in the library or on the library website at the link
Exciting Vanier Library News.

Ms. Clarke: What are the benefits of having a book on your
phone?

Sam Lee: It is amazing...| can read while | am waiting for soccer
practice, while | am waiting for the school bus, or while | was
waiting for my pizza at Dominos...the possibilities are truly
endless. There are lots of eBooks available and | am pretty sure
that the library is always ordering new books. Perhaps | can even
request a certain title.

Ms. Clarke: You're right Sam. We order often and | consider
every request that comes from students. Thanks so much for
using the eBook service and thank you for this interview. Keep
reading!

Our eBook Collection

There are over 500 fiction and nonfiction eBooks available in the
Vanier School Library collection. Please speak to Ms. Clarke about
how to access these eBooks and download them to your device.
Or go to the school website, click on the link to Library News...
scroll down and the instructions are there.

Any questions? Just ask!

The next VCSS Graduation meeting will be on

January 13th, 2015 at 7pm in the library.
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Vanier Athletics

Volleyball

Just like that, our volleyball season has officially come to
a close for our Vanier teams for another year. All of your
Crusaders had respectable showings in Dawson again
with two silver medals and some exciting matches by all
the teams. This year’s Yukon Championships had some
categories that were evenly matched and it just
depended on the day as to which school team would
prevail. It proved to be not our day as we came up a little
shy for a banner. We ended up being in two finals get the
two silvers from that and our Sr. Boys earned a bronze for
their late efforts despite a small contingent. Our other
teams lost in their semi-finals and look forward to next
year!

Vanier had a number of people that were named as All-
Stars in the Supervolley games and the Yukon
Championships. Great individual work was also done as
personal
achievements were
met throughout.
Congratulations to all
of the teams and

to purchase some of the
equipment and to Better Bodies
for their wonderful donation of
5 machines for our fitness room. We are very grateful for
your support!

Basketball

We are now into our Basketball season and the teams are
in full swing. Coaches and athletes are training hard
towards the Yukon Championships that will be taking
place that first week in March!

Vanier Basketball operates on this schedule:

Gr. 8 Boys (Mr. Gallant) — Mondays & Wednesdays 3:30 —
5:00

Gr. 8 Girls (Courtney Wheelton/Mr. McArthur) —
Tuesdays & Thursdays 3:30 — 5:00

9/10 Boys (Mr. Thomson/Mr. McArthur) — Mondays &

Wednesdays 3:30 — 5:00

9/10 Girls (Sarah Crane/
Diedre Davidson) —
il Tuesdays & Thursdays

their coaches and
support staff on
another great
season.

Fitness Room

The Vanier fitness
room is open for
business! Located in
the mezzanine above
the large gym, our
long-awaited
workout room is once again available for all Vanier
students and staff to use. Membership is free so come
on up and change yourself. The hours of operation are:

Mondays — Fridays from 3:30 — 5:00pm
Vanier would

like to give a big

Fer\ thank you to
RPAY for giving
us grant money

‘;1‘&
¥
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@ Recreation and Parks
RPAY ® Association of the Yukon

J 5:00 - 6:30

Sr. Boys (Mr. McCarron)
— Tuesdays & Thursdays
5:30-8:00

Sr. Girls (Mr. Jackson) —
Mondays &
Wednesdays 5:30 — 8:00

Check out the link
below for all of the
dates of the games and
tournaments for this

Basketball season.

Come on out and support your Vanier
Teams!

If you have any questions, concerns, or if you want to
volunteer, you can go to our Vanier Athletic web site
http://www.yesnet.yk.ca/schools/vanier/athletics/, or
contact Mr. Stoker at 667-5901.



http://www.yesnet.yk.ca/schools/vanier/athletics/
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