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Principal’s Message

How quickly the month of September has gone! All
things considered, the month has gone very smoothly
here at VCSS and it is nice to watch our students settle
into their routines.

| am pleased to welcome Ellen and Zoran Petrovic as
our cafeteria operators this year. Ellen and Zoran used
to run our cafeteria and we are excited to welcome
them and their excellent cooking back to Vanier! Our
cafeteria menus will be posted on our school website
and in the front of the school each week to assist
students and families in planning nutritious lunches.

This newsletter is also being mailed home with interim
reports. These reports will not necessarily provide a
grade or mark, but should include information that will
help start a discussion between you and your child
about their progress to date. This discussion will
hopefully carry on at the Parent-Student-Teacher
conferences on October 9 and 10.

These conferences can be booked online starting
Saturday, October 4 — see the instructions inside this
newsletter for full details.

We encourage parents and guardians to contact

teachers or administration any time they have concerns
or are looking for updates on their students’ progress.
Email addresses for all our staff are included on our
website and we recommend email as the preferred
method of communication with staff.

As students progress from grade 8 through to grade 12,
we expect them to take more of an active role in planning
and monitoring their learning — this does not mean that
parents become less involved, though! Rather, we hope
that parents and staff are taking every opportunity to
engage students in discussions about their learning and
how they can create the best conditions possible.

This means that students will need to learn to self-assess
and, at times, actively communicate their learning needs
to staff. This is not a natural process for most people, and
we wish to offer students and parents as much support as
possible in helping students acquire these skills. Just
contact the school if you would like some support in this
regard.

As the days grow chillier, | wish all our families the best as
we head into the Thanksgiving holiday and the start of a
Yukon winter!

Sincerely,

Ryan Sikkes

Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the lands!
Serve the Lord with gladness!

Come into God's presence with singing!

Know that the Lord is God! It is He that made us, and we are His;
we are His people, and the sheep of His pasture.

Enter His gates with thanksgiving, and His courts with praise!
Give thanks to Him, bless His name!

For the Lord is good;



Page 2

Dates to note for

or \ (Sept._]an-)

SemeS\'.

The official 2014-
2015 School
Calendar can be
accessed online at
the Yukon
Education website.

Thursday, October 2nd—Interims and Newsletters Mailed

October 2nd & 3rd—YTA Conference (NO SCHOOL)

Friday, October 4th— Book Parent Teacher Interviews Online

Tuesday, October 7—Gr. 11 Religion Retreat

Wednesday, October 8th—Food Drive

Thursday, October 9th - Thanksgiving Celebration 11am

Thursday, October 9th —Parent Teacher Interviews—4PM

Friday, October 10th—Parent Teacher Interviews—8AM (NO
SCHOOL)

Monday, October 13th - Thanksgiving Day (NO SCHOOL)

Wednesday, October 15th—Grade 10 Religion Retreat

Monday, October 20— Wednesday, October 22—School
External Review Team visits

Thursday, October 23rd—Mole Day

Thursday, October 30th—31st—Dawson Invitational
Volleyball Tournament

Friday, October 31st—Term 1 Ends & Halloween

Monday, November 10th—Newsletters and Report Cards
Mailed

Tuesday, November 11th—Remembrance Day—(NO SCHOOL)

Tuesday, November 25th—School Science Fair

Wednesday, November 26th—Northern Lights College

Thursday November 27th—Career, Volunteer Expo

Friday November 28th—Yukon Women Exploring Trades

School Council Corner

The next regular council meeting will be Tuesday, October 21
at 7:30 pm in the VCSS Library.

The members of our current council are:

Edith Elder; Chair
Michael Lauer, Vice-Chair
Dianne Tait

Maureen Long

Shanon Cooper

For more information on Vanier’s School Council, including
current contact information, visit www.vcss.ca and click on
the “School Council” tab.

Vanier students took part in the annual Envirothon at the

Gunnar Nillson and Mickey Lamers Research Forest.
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Social Justice Club News — October 2014

Weritten by SJ Club member, Sara Griffiths
Scotiabank Aids Zumba for Life R

On September 17, sixteen students from the SJ
club went and did Zumba in the street to raise
money for Aids research. We raised $180 that
has been donated to Blood Ties, an organization
dedicated to raising awareness for and helping
people with Aids who live in Whitehorse.

Orange Day

On Tuesday, September 30“‘, everyone is invited
to wear an orange shirt to honour those who
survived residential schools and remember
those who didn’t. You may also wear a bandana,
scarf, etc. instead. The members of the SJ club

and of Ms. Trainor’s Social Justice 12 class |~ T T TTTToTTTITomImmTmTmmmmmmmmemmm e !

have been making posters that are Notice of Alternate Sites
currently hanging around the school. if School Evacuation is Required

Food Drive Vanier Catholic Secondary School

On October 8 the Annual Catholic Schools
Food Drive will take place. On this night,
people from all schools, including
members of the Vanier SJ Club, will go
door-to-door collecting food for the Food
Bank. Some of the SJ club members have
helped by getting the paper bags ready.

Room One: Riverdale Baptist Church
Grades 8 — 12: Christ the King Elementary School

e Turnonyourradio to CBC(570) or CKRW (610 on the AM
dial, or CHON (98.1) on the FM dial; information and
directions willbe given overthe radio.

o DO NOT call the school please; we must have the linesopen
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The SJ club has so many issues we want to
tackle that we can’t do them all together.
We have broken into groups, which we
called committees. Each committee has a
different project we want to focus on.
Some of the projects include more
wheelchair accessibility, creating
awareness for Duchenne Muscular
Dystrophy (DMD), helping Blood Ties, and
creating awareness for the missing
aboriginal women.

e DO NOTimmediatelydrive tothe school followingan
earthquake orothercity-wide emergency; streets and access
to our school may be cluttered with debris; the school access
routes and street entrance areas must remain clearfor
emergency vehicles.

Interested in joining the Social
Justice Club? Have another idea
for a committee? Drop by Ms.
Hamel’s room on Tuesday at lunch
and check it out!

The school has a detailed emergency response plan thathasbeen !
developed toensure the safety of students and staff in the event
of emergencies. The planisreviewed and updated at least
annually. The School Council has been provided with a copy of

the planas part of the Annual School Plan.
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Parking

Drivers are reminded that there is a pick-up loop near the
student parking lot. We have a special bus that comes daily
to pick up students at in the staff parking lot which is often
blocked by other vehicles. Thanks for your cooperation!

Field Trip Forms

Parents will notice many more field trip permission forms
being sent home this year. Teachers are being encouraged
to combine as many activities throughout the year on one
form, but parents should expect to see a form any time their
child does an activity off school property. The form is a way
to ensure parents are aware of any risks that are associated
with activities occurring off school property. If you have any
questions about the forms, please contact the teacher
issuing the form.

Phone Us...Please!!

The office will be telephoning the

parents of each student who is not

excused and absent for the first block

each morning. Parents are reminded

that to keep proper attendance

records for students, absences must

be phoned in or they may be

recorded as unexcused. Please call the school in the
morning at 667-5901 if your child will be absent or late for
school. For students who are sick, we would appreciate a
phone call each day they are sick.

Our automated call system will call each evening for
students with ‘unexcused’ absences.

If you have any questions about your child’s attendance,
please call the office.

Interim Reporting to Parents

To improve parents’ knowledge of students’ progress, each
teacher will be sending home a report at the midpoint of
first term that will provide some information about what is
happening in that class. This report might take a variety of
formats from the traditional printout of grades to a letter
describing the activities undertaken in class that month.
Whatever the format, these reports will be mailed home
with the newsletters in October and March, prior to parent-
teacher interviews.

Mobile Devices

The school rule on mobile devices has changed this year to

the following:

“Mobile devices (e.g. cell phones, music players, etc.) may not be
used in classrooms during class time.”

Students are permitted to use mobile devices during breaks and at
lunch.

Students who are caught using their mobile devices during class
time may have them confiscated and sent to the office. On the
first offence, the device will be returned at the end of the day. On
second and subsequent offences, the device will be kept for a
parent to come and pick up.

If parents have urgent messages for their child, please call the
school office and we will deliver it to them in class.

$chool Growth Plan Update

We have begun to focus on this year’s school-wide goal for our
School Growth Plan: “To improve students’ writing abilities”.
This goal was determined through consultations with parents,
students, staff and Yukon Education. The School Growth Plan
document is available for review on the school’s website—
vcss.ca

In September, we aimed to collect some base-line data to in-

form us about the writing skills of our students. To do this, we
asked all students in grades 8-12 to do a writing task in which
they responded to the following prompt:

“Finders Keepers”

Describe a time when taking ownership or gaining posses-
sion of something was important to you. You may refer to
an item, a responsibility, a skill, a friendship, activity, etc.
Support your thinking with examples and details.

Student writing was scored by teacher teams against grade-
level performance standards for personal writing. As a staff, we
are now examining the information we’ve gathered from this
process and will use it to determine areas of strength and need
for instructional purposes. Our goal is to have consistent
writing strategies across grade levels and subject areas that will
improve all students’ skills.

We will continue to use PLC and staff meeting times for profes-
sional conversations around this goal area. We will be sharing
the SWW grade-level results via our website — vcss.ca

Our school is also scheduled for a triennial school review by an
external team which will take place October 20-22.
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Anne Frank — a history for today

z

AARCININT7 IAnna Frank Hanea Madal 1D 000

The exhibition “Anne Frank — a History for Today” is a traveling exhibition of 34 bilingual panels in English and French that is on
display in the Vanier Learning Commons from September 29 to October 22. This exhibit focuses on the life of Anne Frank and
the history of the Second World War in Europe. The purpose of this project is to promote a dialogue on the dangers of stereo-
types and the importance of tolerance.

Vanier students will have the opportunity to tour the exhibit with student guides who were trained by Julie Couture, a member
of the Anne Frank House staff who travelled here from Amsterdam. These eight students received a two-day training session in
which they deepened their understanding of Anne Frank, the context in which she lived, and the themes of her story which are
still relevant today.

Members of the public are invited to tour the exhibit on the evenings of Wednesday, October 8" from 6:30 to 8:30 pm or
Wednesday, October 15 from 6:30 pm to 8:30 pm. Student guides will be available during that time to answer questions. You
will also be able to view the exhibit during parent- teacher interviews on the evening of Thursday, October 9 and the morning
of Friday, October 10™".

For more information on the travelling exhibition, you can visit the following pages:

http://annefrank.org/en/Education/travelling-exhibition/.

25 Tutor matches have been made so far this year!

All Vanier students can receive free tutoring

for assistance in course work, assignments, organizational skills or test
preparation.

Students will be matched one on one.

To receive tutoring the student needs to fill in an application and return it to Ms.
Bergsma.



http://annefrank.org/en/Education/travelling-exhibition/
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News from the Vanier Learning Commons — October 2014

Did you notice that this is news from the “Vanier Learning Commons”, not the school library? We may be changing our name but
we are not changing the great books, outstanding research resources, and knowledgeable teacher-librarians that we provide to
Vanier. Our transformation is to a richer learning centre that will be a “collective, creative, open learning lab”. School libraries
across Canada and the United States are moving in this direction and find that this flexible learning space or “libratory” responds
quickly to changes and innovations. In this way, we will serve the diverse needs of each school population and truly engage all
learners.

On the next page, you will find all the information needed to access an incredible variety of online resources at school and at
home...and we mean 24/7 access! If you are at school, there is no password needed. Just open any browser and click on the
“school libraries” tab. At home, most of these products are accessible with one login and password: YukonED, resources...how is
that for easy!! If you have any problems using these materials, please call Ms. Clarke at the school at 667-5901 or email
janet.clarke@yesnet.yk.ca.

Are you writing a research paper?

TO INFINITY

Check out NoodleTools. This is an academic research web application which Nen
BEYOND!/

provides tools for notetaking, outlining, citation, and collaborative research
and writing. You can create a personal ID and use NoodleTools to store your
research.

Check out these EBSCOhost databases...

When you are looking for an essay topic, take a look at Canadian Points of
Views Reference Centre. This database contains 150 topics, each with rich
content that can help students realize and develop persuasive arguments and
essays, better understand controversial issues, and develop analytical thinking
skills.

When you are researching an author or novel, look at Canadian Literacy
Centre which has book reviews, essays, and author biographies. This
database is updated on a daily basis.

When you are looking for the most current and RELIABLE health information...
search the Consumer Health Complete. This is a comprehensive resource for consumer-oriented health content. This database is
updated weekly.

When you are looking for full-text articles, try MasterFILE Premier. This database provides full text for nearly 1700 periodicals
dating as far back as 1975. This database is updated daily. Middle Search Plus provides full text for more than 140 popular,
middle school magazines. All articles included in the database are assigned a reading level so you can choose one which is just
right for you.

Congratulations to Vanier's 2014-2015 Student Council!

Co-Chairs: Alissa Budzinski and Rean Portea
Secretary: Katherine Fortune

Class Reps:  Sean Balsillie Elisha Ida Donovan Bielz
Clodagh Berg Grace Gibbs Sandy Ganesan

Student Council is responsible for planning and facilitating
numerous extra-curricular activities such as dances and
spirit rallies. With such fine students as leaders, it's sure to
be an exciting, fun year!



mailto:janet.clarke@yesnet.yk.ca
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Student On-line Resources
kon Yukon students can access the following online resources from home
Education using the login information, the URLs provided below, or by going to
Resource Services theirlibrary portal @www educationlibraries.gov.yk.ca

Username: YukonEd
Password: resources

Worldbook Encyclopedia - worldbookonline.com

@ WORLD BOOK 00 WORLD BOOK 2 WORLD BOOK

Lid's STUDENT &%+, ADVANCED DISCOVER
BWORLD BOOK BWORLD BOOK e
AL ILLE PRLHA B TULIANT L "t:_." :_F"::!“-""‘Dtm: i Book
HALLAZGOS ¥ Decouverie

Timelines
Ebsco Databases - hiip://search.ebscohost.com
== Kids]Searchy Middle 4.
'pammd By EESOORos? Search Plus s

.. and many more
K-12 databases

Canadian
Stud sarch
L 2

Gale Databases - hiip://infotrac.galegroup com/itweb/yukonsha

-
W

 Gale Virtual « Global Issues
= Reference

= Library

‘!: C al'lnlﬂl:ln
Periodicals

2 inContext Ay
] =
>, -

Video Streaming Resources

LT . . ek r
accessleaningQ® e Y ' ) ==mi4>
¥l o DAt CoTEd-RaEEL Qw .

www accessearning.com www jobspeopledo com www learn360.ca www.nfb.ca

Other Research Tools

Use the YukonEd login, B e e e
\( Create your account, use the npert space  create sudent accounts
. shool las 4 digitsof phone Canasan e dl )
NoodleTools # for password retrieval info in Expert Space.

PS—the login is different for the resources below 1
ebooks- Tumblebooks - www tumblebooks.com

3-7 7-12
G ; Tm'\bb[ﬁ{&’i\' iy : WatchLearn
Lt Trumeiesoocioyn [ TUMBLEEOOKCLOUD @

UN:Yukon, PW: books UN: Yukon2, PW: login UN: Yukon, PW: login

ebooks - Yukon School Library Collection - http//educationlibraries.gov.vk.ca

1. select your school library, 2. select . 3. select n

4 enterthe guest login - UN: Yukon, PW: bnoksOR ok brary staff for your personal lo

Sept 4", 2014
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Vanier Catholic Secondary School’s Parent/Teacher Interview Scheduling

http://vanier.schoolappointments.com

Parents click on the “Register” tab and fill in the registration form to create an account. Once parents have successfully
registered, they can login to the system and then must register their students by name.

The school code which is needed for registering is: vanier2014
Select Teachers

Parents can schedule appointments for any student that they have added to the system by clicking on the
“Appointments” button beside the student’s name. The parent is then taken to a page where they can select the
teachers with whom they wish to meet. Multiple teachers can be selected by using the “Ctrl” key on a PC keyboard or
the “Command” key on a Macintosh keyboard.

Teacher Appointment Calendars

Parents are shown the calendars of the selected teachers. It also shows them appointment times that are unavailable
for booking. Parents can select appointment times by simply clicking the check boxes or by clicking in the time block
beside the check box. Once an appointment time has been selected it will change to green. If no appointments are
available, click on the call back button at the top of the list.

It is not possible for parents to select more than one appointment at the same time or to select more than one ap-
pointment with the same teacher. Javascript enabled browsers are required for validation on the screen.

Appointments Booked Successfully

Once the appointments are booked the screen will display the list of appointments for the student. When the parent
clicks on the “Return to Home Page” button, they will return to the home page with their students and their appoint-
ments listed. They can book additional appointments, or they can book appointments for another student.

Parents with More Than One Student

If a parent has more than one student at the school, the teacher the teacher appointment calendars will have an addi-
tional feature displayed when the second (or third, etc.) student bookings are made. If a sibling has an appointment
booked, the student’s name will be displayed for a parent, thus making it easier to book adjacent appointments.

Printing Parent Appointment Schedule

From the home page it is possible for you to generate a PDF document with the list of your appointments. By clicking
on the “Print Appointments” button a window will pop-up asking the parent what they wish to do with the document.
In Internet Explorer, it is recommended that people click the “Save” button, save the file and then click “Open” to view
the file. le. sometimes has a problem downloading and opening PDF documents that are generated from web sites.

Click “Open” after the download is complete to view the PDF.
Parent Schedule PDF

The generated PDF will list the appointment times, the student and the teacher with whom the appointment is
booked.

If you are having difficulties, you may choose to call the school at
667-5901 to book appointments over the phone.



