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VANIER CATHOLIC SECONDARY SCHOOL COUNCIL 
November 26th, 2013 - VCSS Library – 7:30pm 

 
Meeting Minutes  

ATTENDANCE: 

Members: 
Paul Flaherty (Chair) 
John Berg 
James Mooney 
Dianne Tait 
Terry Prenoslo 

Secretary/Treasurer: 
Yolande Cherepak 
 
School Administration: 
Ryan Sikkes 
Kyle Janzen 

Guests/Parents:  None  

SUBJECT: ACTION 

1. OPENING PRAYER 
The Chair opened the meeting with a prayer,  the Our Father. 

 

2.ADOPTION OF AGENDA 
 
Motion to approve the agenda with the following additions:  1) PD Day under 7. Other, and 2)  In-
camera Session at the end of the meeting. 
 
Moved by:    Terry                                     Seconded by:  John              All in favour 

Motion 
Carried 

3.ADOPTION OF PREVIOUS MEETING MINUTES (Oct 22, 2013) 
 
The minutes of the October meeting were reviewed.   
 
Motion to approve the minutes as presented. 
 
Moved by:     James                                     Seconded by:  Terry             All in favour 

Motion 
Carried 

4.BUSINESS ARISING FROM MINUTES 
 

• Guidelines for In-Camera Meetings were distributed and discussed. 
 
ACTION ITEM:  Council members to review these and bring comment forward at the next meeting. 

Council 
Members 

5.PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 
• Principal Ryan Sikkes highlighted items from the Principal’s Report (attached) with the following 

additional comments: 
 

1.Attendance numbers include students who are cross-enrolled at other schools (ie. Wood Street).  
Students are only counted at their home schools. 

 
The Yukon Education Facilities Project Manager has notified the school that there are funds set 
aside in the budget for a new indoor air quality ventilation system in the auto mechanics shop.   

 
• Review potential metrics for School Council to monitor school performance 

 
A Data Update document was distributed and discussed.  The document is a compilation of five 
data sources and is a snapshot of student academic progress, not a comparative analysis. 
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ACTION ITEM:  Administration will provide two more snapshot updates for School Council in March 
and in May 2014. 
 

• School Growth Plan (SGP) – update 
 

Call-out for SGP committee members has been put in the school newsletter and website.   A 
separate website has not been created.  To date, one staff member is interested and there has been 
no response from parents. 

 

 
School 
Admin 

6. CEAY Update 
 

• A presentation on Yukon Catholic Education was made by Terry Prenoslo, Dianne Tait and 
Bishop Gary at the ACSTA meeting in order to explore ACSTA membership. 

• Blueprints – There was a discussion on what funds VCSS Council could contribute to send a 
group of people to the Blueprints Conference in May.  This topic will be discussed again at the 
next meeting. 

 

 

7.OTHER 
a) School Calendar Consultation 

 
Council members discussed the Yukon Education School Calendar survey.  At the next meeting, 
Council will discuss as a group what their preferences are. 

 
ACTION ITEM:  Add link to survey on school website. 

School 
Admin 

b) Financial Update & Review of Draft Budget 
 
The following report was presented:  Book balance is $6,300.63.  Ledger balance is $6241.63. 
 
Council members discussed the proposed 2013-14 Annual Budget. 

 
Motion to adopt  the 2013-14 Annual Budget as presented. 
 
Moved by:  Terry                                       Seconded by:  James        All in favour 
 
ACTION ITEM:  Chair to submit the annual budget to Yukon Education. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Motion 
Carried 
 
Chair 

c) Fall School Council Conference 
 

Council members and secretary/treasurer gave positive feedback about the sessions they attended 
at the conference. 

 

d) Date for Meeting with Ryan Sikkes 
 
No meeting will be set at this time.  

e) December meeting date 
 

The next meeting will be on December 17th, 2013.  

f) Guest questions/comments 
 

None  
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g) PD Day –  
 

Motion to move PD Day with Michael Downie to May 2nd, 2013. 
 

Moved by:  Terry                                            Seconded by:  James    All in favour. Carried 

h) Correspondence from AYSCBC –  
 

Council discussed an inquiry from Yukon Education (presented by the AYSCBC) as to whether 
Vanier School Council or Administration would be interested in using a texting application as a 
method of communication with parents.   

 
Action Item:  Council will respond to AYSCBC that they are not interested at this time. Chair 

i) School Website 
 
Administration discussed school council having access to their pages on the school website in 
order to do their own updates. 
 
Action Item:  Provide the council secretary/treasurer with necessary information to access council 
pages on the school website. 

 
 
 
 
 
School 
Admin 

11.  IN-CAMERA SESSION 
 
Motion to enter in camera session. 
 
Moved by:  Paul                        Seconded by:  James                      All in favour. 
 
Council went in camera at 9:35pm. 
 
 
 
Motion to go out of in camera session. 
 
Moved by:  Terry                              Seconded by:  John                 All in favour. 
 
Council returned to a public forum at 9:55pm. 

 
 
 
 
Carried 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Carried 

11.ADJOURNMENT 
 Meeting was adjourned at 10:00pm. 

 

 



 
 

 
 

 
School Council Meeting 

November 26, 2013 
Principal’s Report 

 
1.  Enrolment as of November 24, 2013 

 Enrolment by grade: 
1. Grade 8 – 63 
2. Grade 9 – 69 
3. Grade 10 – 73 
4. Grade 11 – 74 
5. Grade 12 – 86 
6. Ungraded – 16 

Total – 381 
 
(Class Size Maximums:  Grades 8 & 9 – 26; Grades 10-12 – 28) 

 
2.  Staff  

 Mme. Richard will be taking a maternity/parental leave from 
February – Position is posted for remainder of this school year. 

 New 0.5 FTE at Youth Achievement Centre is posted for this year – 
will become a permanent position reporting to VCSS Principal. 

 Kathleen Hare – EA in Room 1 will be leaving at Christmas and will 
be replaced by John Yamniuk in the new year. 

 
3. Programming 

 GLOBE has been cancelled for Semester 2 due to low enrollment. 
 

4. Activities and Events 

 See attached calendars 
 

5. School Growth Plan 

 Recruitment of parents for Steering Committee is underway. 

 Teachers have been invited. 
 

6. Professional Learning Communities 

 November 15 was Department Time 

 December 13 is not yet designated 
 

7. Facilities 

 Small gym flooding - update 

 Corrosives cabinet in science prep room - update 

Vanier Catholic Secondary 
16 Duke Road, Whitehorse, YT  Y1A 4M2 

Phone: (867) 667-5901  Fax: (867) 393-6370 
www.vcss.ca 

 
Ryan Sikkes, Principal Kyle Janzen, Vice-Principal 

http://www.vcss.ca/
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Current ledger balance (Oct 31, 2013) 6,359.63$  

EXPENDITURES

Council Member Honorariums (Nov 2013 to June 2014) 2,362.50$   
Secretary-Treasurer Honorarium (Nov 2013 to June 2014) 1,305.00$   
Bank fees 15.00$        
Name tags for new council members 56.43$        
Awards, Gifts, Scholarships (Grad donation) 1,000.00$   
School Field Trip/Exchanges support (Dominican Republic) 1,000.00$   

TOTAL EXPENDITURES 5,738.93$   

SURPLUS 620.70$      

Annual budget for 2013-14 School Year approved by VCSS School Council on Nov. 26, 2013.

Vanier Catholic Secondary School Council
Annual Budget

2013 - 14 School Year
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