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VANIER CATHOLIC SECONDARY SCHOOL COUNCIL 
Wed., Sept 16th, 2013 - VCSS Library – 7:30pm 

 
Meeting Minutes  

ATTENDANCE: 

Members: 
Paul Flaherty (Chair) 
John Berg 
James Mooney 
Terry Prenoslo 
Dianne Tait 

Secretary/Treasurer: 
Yolande Cherepak 
 
School Administration: 
Ryan Sikkes 
Kyle Janzen 

Guests/Parents: 
Albert Trask – Yukon Education 
Lori Choquette – Yukon Education 
Cynthia Matechuk Matichak 
Nancy Thompson – CBC Reporter 
Tjieske Van der Eide 

 
Marguerite Kuiack 
Sandra Orban 
Remie Cherepak 
Naomi Blindheim 
Leona Kains 

  

SUBJECT: ACTION 

1. OPENING PRAYER 
Chair Paul Flaherty opened the meeting with a prayer, the Our Father 

 

2.ADOPTION OF AGENDA 
 
Motion to approve the agenda with the following additions:  Student Awards and Scholarships, Hiring 
of Principal, Guest Comments or Questions at End of Meeting. 
 
Moved by:  John Berg             Seconded by:  James Mooney     All in favour. 

Motion 
Carried 

3.ADOPTION OF PREVIOUS MEETING MINUTES (June 13, 2013) 
 
The minutes of the June meeting were reviewed.  One amendment was made (addition of a period after the 
word ‘help’) 
 
Motion to approve minutes as amended. 
 
Moved by:  Terry Prenoslo     Seconded by:  James Mooney    All in favour. 

Motion 
Carried 

At this time, there was a discussion about the use of the term “in camera”, about guest presenters, as well 
as parent involvement in meetings. 

 

4.BUSINESS ARISING FROM MINUTES 
None 

 

5.GUESTS 
• Leona Kains is a parent of a Vanier student.  She was inquiring about the removal of the 

Grade 12 bench and its possible return.   
The Principal gave the history of the bench and said he would be open to returning it if a 
suitable location became available. 
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• Albert Trask is the current Yukon Education Assistant Deputy Minister, as well as 
Superintendent of the three Catholic schools.  He gave a summary of his education and work 
experience, as well as his current activities in his present position.   

 

6.PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 
Principal Ryan Sikkes highlighted items from the Principal’s Report (attached) with the following 
additional comments: 
 

• There are now two scheduled staff meetings a week:  Monday and Friday mornings 
• The facilitator, Lyn Hartley, has recommended that her services are not needed at Vanier for 

the Sept 20th PD day, but she will assist in the future if the need arises.   
 

 

7.CEAY UPDATE 
• Katie Shewfelt will be retiring as secretary/treasurer after the AGM.   
• The ACSTA has been contacted about membership and CEAY will hear back in November. 
• The One Heart combined public meeting on October 3rd was agreed to by all three councils. 
• The Executive Director is representing the CEAY on Yukon Education’s Anti-bullying 

Steering Committee and on the Policy Advisory Committee. 
• Two events are being planned:  Cat Chat and Jesse Manibusan.   

 

 

8.SCHOOL GROWTH PLAN (SGP) 
The SGP process will start over beginning with gathering feedback again from the Catholic school 
community (students, staff, parents, parish), and will likely focus on a single goal.   
 
ACTION ITEM:  School administration will draft a plan for next council meeting to address the process 
for this year’s SGP. 
 

School 
Admin 

9.OTHER 
a) Financial Update 
Yolande presented the following report: 
 

- The bank balance as of September 16th, 2013 is $2073.56.  The closing ledger balance is 
$1109.63 which includes anticipated cheques for honorariums and Vanier BBQ.   
- Council should be receiving the Yukon Ed grant by mid-October. 

 

 

b) AGM – Monday, September 23rd 
The Joint Council AGM will be at 7pm in the Vanier Cafeteria.  The councils’ end-of-the-year 
financial statements are presented during the AGM, but they are approved at the Department level 
when they are submitted in July. 

 

 

c) October 3rd Public Meeting 
The three school council chairs have agreed to a joint One Heart public meeting on October 3rd.  
This meeting will be the same format as the previous public meeting.  The process for collecting 
feedback and reviewing was summarized. 
 
There was a discussion about the comments on the website being confidential.  In this case, 
‘confidential’ means ‘not posted for public viewing’ as opposed to ‘anonymous’. 
 
The goal is to gather input and provide the comments to the Episcopal Corporation by October 
25th. 
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ACTION ITEM:  The Chair will check in with Yukon Education to clarify their involvement in 
the review of the feedback. 

 

 
Paul 

d) Student Awards and Scholarships 
John Berg brought to Council’s attention that two scholarships were not given out last June at 
Vanier.   
 
There was discussion about why they weren’t awarded.  Administration informed Council that 
information about the Elks Award was not received by the school last year and that the 
McLachlan bursary is no longer being offered at Vanier. 

 
ACTION ITEM:  Administration will contact the Elks to see if their award was offered to schools 
last year. 

 
School 
Admin 

e) Hiring of Principal 
There was a discussion about the process for hiring a principal, including the role of staff in 
providing input for evaluation of an existing principal.  The Chair noted that in the case of an 
existing principal, staff  members have the opportunity to provide input through the review 
process conducted by the Superintendent.  This was confirmed by Albert Trask.   
 
The Vanier principal recruitment process for 2013/14 will be launched in the first quarter of 2014 
in order to increase the pool of candidates applying. 
 

 

f) Guests Presenters 
Continuation of previous discussion about guest presenters. 
 
Motion:  Should a guest presenter spot be vacant at a meeting, a guest currently in 
attendance at the meeting may occupy that spot providing they introduce their topic and 
expected outcome; and in addition, a fifteen minute Guest Question/Comment item will be 
added to the agenda so that guests may make comments or ask questions.  
 
Moved  by:  James Mooney     Seconded by:  John Berg    All in favour. 
 
Administration requested School Council ensure that parents/guests follow the dispute resolution 
model by raising concerns with School Administration prior to approaching School Council.   

 

Motion 
Carried 

10.GUESTS COMMENTS 
Ms.Martychuk Matichak inquired about the religious education curriculum being posted on the school 
website. The religious education scope and sequence is currently on the CEAY website. 
 
ACTION ITEM: Administration will provide a link to the document through the Vanier website. 
 

School 
Admin 

11.ADJOURNMENT 
Meeting adjourned at 9:45pm. 
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