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Principal’s Message 
Happy New Semester!  The semester change is an 
exciting time within the school as all our students 
are experiencing some change in their timetables 
and starting new courses.  In addition, some 
students are heading off to shared programs such 
as the Wood St. School programs or are returning 
from semesters away at 
other schools.  It is a 
natural point in the year 
where we get to hit the 
‘reset’ button before 
heading into the last 
half of the year. 

A couple of weeks ago, 
we wished Ms. Maria 
Gray the best as she 
began her parental 
leave—no baby yet, but 
we’ll be sure to share 
the good news when it 
arrives!  We welcome 
Ms. Kendra Kennedy as 
Ms. Gray’s replacement 
for the second 
semester. 

We are also hitting the ‘reset’ button on ensuring 
students are able to meet our expectations with 
regard to student conduct—little things like our no-
hat rule, being on time, and appropriate use of 
electronic devices help ensure an orderly 
environment that is conducive to learning. 

One area where we will be enforcing expectations 
more heavily is in the use of e-cigarettes and vaping 
devices.  We have noticed an increase in the use of 
these items throughout the year and wish to remind 
all our students and parents/guardians that they are 
not permitted on school property. 

Just around the corner is course selection season as 
we prepare to build next year’s timetable.  This is 

also an exciting time 
for students as they 
start to make more 
plans for their futures.  
My biggest piece of 
advice to all students 
and parents/guardians 
is to plan with an end 
in mind.  It’s natural to 
not be sure what one’s 
career plans are in 
secondary school, but 
setting sights on a 
path, even if it may 
change, is helpful in 
choosing courses and 
staying motivated.  
Our counsellors are 
very adept in 

facilitating these conversations and we encourage 
students to take advantage of their experience! 

As always, we thank all our parents and guardians for 
their support and prayers.   

Sincerely, 
Ryan Sikkes, principal 

Lead Us to a New Awareness  

May the good Lord lead us from this place and take 

us to where he is living;  

May he lead us to a new awareness of the poor and 

show us his home among them;  

May he lead us to a new desire for justice and give us 

a glimpse of the kingdom he is building;  

May he fill our hearts with generosity and anoint us 

to be bearers of good news;  

May his blessing be upon us as it is the poor, and 

may he show us what he wants us to do. Amen.  
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The official 2018-2019 

School Calendar can be 

accessed online at the 

Yukon Education website. 

 Monday, January 21—Start of Semester 2 

 February 18-21—Heritage Week 

 February 22, Heritage Day - NO SCHOOL 

 Wednesday, March 6th - Ash Wednesday 

 March 11-22 - Spring Break—NO SCHOOL 

 Wednesday, April 17—Student Led Conferences, 
3.30pm 

 Thursday, April 18—NO SCHOOL 

 Friday, April 19 - Good Friday - NO SCHOOL 

 Monday, April 22 - Easter Monday - NO SCHOOL 

 Friday, May 10 -  Grad Mass, VCSS Large Gym, 7 pm 
(all are welcome) 

 Saturday, May 11 - Cap & Gown, VCSS Large Gym, 10 
am (all are welcome) 

 Saturday, May 11 - Reception & Grad March - Yukon 
Convention Centre (ticketed event) 

 Monday, May 20th - Victoria Day - NO SCHOOL 

 Monday, May 27th - Athletic Banquet 

 June 3-7 - Review Week 

 Tuesday, June 4—Awards 1 & Fine Arts Applied Skills, 
7.00pm 

 June 10-12 - Exam Week 

 Thursday, June 13—Make Up Exams—NO SCHOOL 

 Friday, June 14 -  Summer Holidays Begin 

 Friday, June 7—Awards 2, 11am 

School Council Corner 

Our school council is comprised of the 

following five members: 

 Cyntha Lyslo, chair 

 Ian Davis 

 Truska Gorrell 

 Shehnaz Ali 

 Wanda Robbins 

The next school council meeting is on 

Tuesday, February 16 at 7 pm in the 

Learning Commons.  All are welcome.  

Agendas and minutes are available on the 

school website—www.vcss.ca 

Each Vanier student has a login to our 

student portal which provides access to 

file storage and software (Microsoft Office 

Suite) at home!  Login to the portal at: 

https://portal.yesnet.yk.ca 
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Holiday Planning 
Attendance in classes is one of the biggest 
contributors to academic success.  In an effort to 
assist families in planning holidays that will 
eliminate or reduce the number of school days 
missed, we offer the tentative school calendar 
dates for the next three years.   These dates are 

not official, but are not expected to change.  
Parents/guardians are also reminded that teachers 
are not required to help prepare work packages for 
students who have extended absences due to 
family holidays.  We will do our best to help your 
children get caught up, but their academic 
performance will likely suffer if they miss a 
significant portion of class time. 

School Year First Day Christmas Break Spring Break Last Day 

2019-2020 Tues, August 20 Mon Dec 23, 2019 to Fri Jan 3, 2020  Mon Mar 16 to Fri Mar 27, 2020  Fri, June 12 

2020-2021 Tues, August 18 Mon Dec 21, 2020 to Fri Jan 1, 2021  Mon Mar 15 to Fri Mar 26, 2021 Fri, June 11 

2021-2022 Tues, August 17 Mon Dec 20, 2021 to Mon Jan 3, 2022  Mon Mar 14 to Fri Mar 25, 2022 Fri, June 10  

2022-2023 Tues, August  23 Mon Dec 19, 2022 to  Mon Jan 2, 2023 Mon Mar 19 to Fri, Mar 30 Fri, June 16 

Experiential 

Programs for the 

2019/20 School Year 
To learn more about the experiential 

programming available for Grade 9 – 12 

students at Wood Street Centre, please join us 

for an information meeting: 

Thursday, February 7th at 7:00 pm at 411 

Wood Street (Wood St. Centre). 

Teachers will be on-on hand to answer any questions you may have about ACES, FACES, 

CHAOS, ES, MAD, OPES or PASE. Applications will be available at this meeting, at your school 

or at www.woodstreetcentre.ca 

Light refreshments will be served.   

Application Deadline for the ES-11 Program is February 14, 2019. 

Application Deadline for CHAOS, MAD, OPES and PASE is February, 28th 2019. 

For more information, call 667-8413; Website: www.woodstreetcentre.ca 

http://www.woodstreetcentre.ca
http://www.woodstreetcentre.ca
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Type of report 
Year-long 
courses 

Semester 1 
courses 

Semester 2 
courses 

Informal (email/phone call) September 24-26 September 24-26 

  

Student Led Conference Tuesday, October 23 Tuesday, October 23 

Informal (email/phone call) December 10-14 December 10-14 

Formal Written Report Monday, January 28* Monday, January 28 

Informal (email/phone call) February 25—March 1 

  

February 25—March 1 

Student Led Conference Wednesday, April 17 Wednesday, April 17 

Informal (email/phone call) May 13-17 May 13-17 

Formal Written Report Thursday, June 20 Thursday, June 20 

Some notes about attendance... 

 Attendance for all grades is taken in every class of each 
school day.  Parents/guardians may, at any time, request a 
detailed report of their child’s attendance. 

 Students who arrive more than 10 minutes late to class are 
marked as ‘absent’ as, typically, most instruction is done in 
the first portion of the class period. 

 Parents/guardians must contact the school to excuse 
absences or lates within 24 hours.  Advance notice, when 
possible, is appreciated. We have voice mail so messages 
can be left at any time (667-5901) or email the details to 
vcss@gov.yk.ca.   

This year, Vanier Catholic Secondary will be changing how we communicate students’ learning to parents.  Instead of 

four term report cards, students will only receive a formal written report at the end of each course.  Throughout a 

course, parents can expect to receive more frequent informal reports about student progress – usually by email.  It is 

essential that all parents/guardians have a working email account on file at the school. 

Reporting to Parents/Guardians – AMENDED Schedule for 2018-2019 (Changes to Semester 2) 

 Students who are arriving to school late, or leaving school 
early, are required to check in at the office. 

 Morning phone calls are made to parents/guardians if 
students are marked as unexcused absent in their first 
block class. 

 An automated system calls households at 4 pm each day 
to report any periods where a student was marked as 
unexcused absent. 

 Parents can opt into have these messages sent as SMS 
(Text) messages to your cell phone rather than voicemails.  
Consult the information sheet on the school’s website for 
more details. 

mailto:vcss@gov.yk.ca
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Social Justice Club News 
Whitehorse Connects 

Last Tuesday, members of 
the SJ Club helped out 
once again at Whitehorse 
Connects.   This is a 
popular program that 
serves low-income 
residents of Whitehorse 
and is held a few times a 
year.   Participants can 
access services such as hair 
care, foot care, medical 
information, and enjoy a 
delicious meal.  Our Vanier 
students volunteered 
during the morning shift 
and helped in preparing 
chili, chicken, and fruit 
salad.  We were able to 
stay long enough to help 
serve lunch and meet some 
of the participants which is the best part of this 
rewarding day! 

Healthy Hotspots   

From the Ground Up is a healthy-choice fundraiser 
which brings delicious locally-grown produce to dinner 

For the latest news and 

information, please visit 

our school’s website: 

www.vcss.ca 

Vanier is on Instagram! 

 

 

 

 

Follow us at vcssyukon 

tables.  The Vanier SJ Club sold veggie boxes and received 
40% of the profits!  With these funds, we have held three 

“Healthy Hotspots” in which we set up a table in 
a different location around the school and give 
out free, healthy snacks to students during the 
morning break.  Get ready for next Tuesday’s 
Chocolate Energy Balls!! 

 

SJ Meetings 

Do you know of 
a project or need 
in our city or in 
the world that 
you want to help 
out with? The SJ 
Club meets every 
Monday at lunch 
time in room 14.  
Bring your lunch, 
bring a friend 
and be the 
change that you 
want to see in 
the world!   
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Vanier 
Athletics 
Volleyball 
Well, what can we say about the Vanier volleyball for the 2018 
volleyball season?  We can say that the season was another 
successful one for our small high school!  After the Dawson 
Invitational back at the end of October, where the Sr. Boys won 
the gold, our volleyball teams prepared themselves for the YSSA 
volleyball Championships.  After the Dawson Trip, our Sr. teams 
had to battle in the Supervolley finals that following week.  Our 
girls lost out in the semi while our boys were plagued with 
sickness and couldn’t recover with the lose of both setters, 
settling with a second place finish to PC.  Despite injuries, 
sickness, and bad timing, your Crusaders managed to come 
away with the following in the YSSA Championships:  

Gr. 8 Girls Bronze 
Gr. 8 Boys Gold 
9/10 Girls Gold 
9/10 Boys 4th  
Sr. Girls Bronze 
Sr. Boys Silver 

Supervolley All Stars: Krysha Rubio, Arcel Siosan, Sam Wanless, 
and Brandon Petelski 

YSSA Championship All Stars: 

Gr. 8 Boys- Sebastian Tajonera 
Sr. Girls - Mary Londero 
Sr. Boys - Arcel Siosan & Quinn Howard 

Congratulations to all the volleyball athletes, coaches, and 
support staff for all of your time and effort in making Vanier a 
competitive and respectful school.  

Crusader Volleyball 
ROCKS! 

 

Basketball 
Basketball season has 
officially started and all 
teams have already 
competed in their 
opening tournaments.  
Basketball season always 

seems short as the season ends before Spring Break.  

The basketball teams are coached by: 

Gr. 8 Girls - Mike Gallant/Monica Sharma 
Gr. 8 Boys       - Dave Thomson 
Gr. 9/10 Girls  - Janna Tait/ Erik Gray 
Gr. 9/10 Boys - Stefans Jackson /Erik Gray 
Sr. Girls  - Jane Londero/Janet Clarke 
Sr. Boys   - Sean McCarron 

Here is a list of events for our basketball teams: 

January  

21st   Gr. 8 Girls Bball League games PC @ VAN 
 Gr. 8 Boys Bball League games VAN @ PC 
23rd   9/10 Bball League games VAN @ PC (G-3:45, B-5:45) 
25th  Super Hoops (G-5, B-6:45) 
28th  Gr. 8 Girls Bball League games VAN @ FH  
 Gr. 8 Boys Bball League games FH @ VAN 
31st   Super Hoops (G-5, B-6:45) 

February  

1st   Super Hoops (G-5, B-6:45) 
4th Gr. 8 Girls Bball League games VAN @ PC 
 Gr. 8 Boys Bball League games PC @ VAN 
6th   9/10 Bball League games VAN @ FH (G-3:45, B-5:45) 
7th –  9th Winter Classic Tournament (8’s @ VAN; Jr.’s @ PC) 
13th     9/10 Bball League games PC @ VAN (G-3:45, B-5:45) 
18th Gr. 8 Girls Bball League games FH @ VAN 
 Gr. 8 Boys Bball League games VAN @ FH 
19th     9/10 Bball League games FH @ VAN (G-3:45, B-5:45) 
20th   Super Hoops Semi Final @ VAN (G-5, B-6:45) 
21st   Super Hoops Final @ VAN (G-5, B-6:45) 
28th– 2nd 8 & 9/10 Bball Championships TBA 

March   

3rd– 7th   11/12 Bball Championships TBA  

Come on out and support your Vanier Teams! 

If you have any questions or concerns, you can go to our Vanier 
Athletics web site http://www.yesnet.yk.ca/schools/vanier/
athletics/, or contact Mr. Stoker at 667-5901. 

http://www.yesnet.yk.ca/schools/vanier/athletics/
http://www.yesnet.yk.ca/schools/vanier/athletics/

